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EDITORIALS 
‘Christianity And Creeds’ 


Last year we took occasion to comment on the 
Easter editorial appearing in “Life” magazine, an 
editorial laying stress on the necessity of faith in 
the resurrection and its effect on those who be- 
lieve; an editorial remarkable because written by 
a layman and appearing in one of the most popular 
and widely read secular magazines. 


This year, in the April 2nd issue, the editor of 
“Life” again writes an Easter editorial and again, 
with amazing insight into the great need of pres- 
ent-day Christianity, takes as his subject “Chris- 
tianity and Creeds” using the text I Timothy, 
4:16, “Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doc- 
trine.’ 


One of the most striking statements of this 
article is as follows, “Religious toleration, as en- 
shrined in our Bill of Rights, is indeed one of 
the great political achievements of mankind. But, 
it is not a religious achievement and owes nothing 
whatever to religious principles . . . Thus when a 
modern American tries to shush the sectarian war, 
saying ‘Live and let live’, he is not speaking with 
the voice of traditional Christianity, which is mis- 
sionary to its roots. His tones are rather those of 
indifference, which is quite a different thing from 
toleration. About indifference he may read in the 
third chapter of Revelation: 


“He that hath an ear, let him hear what the 
Spirit saith unto the churches: 


And unto the angel of the church of the Laodi- 
ceans write; these things saith the Amen, the 
faithful and true witness, the beginning of the 
creation of God; 


I know thy works, that thou are neither cold nor 
hot: I would that thou wert cold or hot. So then 
because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor 
hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.” 


From its beginning The Journal has pled for 
more attention to the great doctrines of the 
Church and less to effort towards outward unity, 
ignoring doctrinal differences. We admit that 
creeds alone may be dead, but we insist that a 





creedless religion is an impossibility. It is the 
great doctrines of Christianity—those things we 
believe about God and His Son—which give urge 
to evangelism, whether at home or abroad, and 
history has shown that the urgency of the Chris. 
tian’s presentation of Christ is in direct proportion 
to what he believes about Him. 


This remarkable editorial states further; “The 
real enemy of religion today is not creeds but 
secularism. For secularism, during a few recent 
centuries when nobody was looking, secured a 
practical monopoly on. man’s greatest gift and 
most powerful tool, his reason. But while reason 
has. pretty well demonstrated its incapacity to 
rule the world without religion, it has not yet 
realized that religion is also helpless without 
reason. Without reason, religion becomes mere 
philanthropy, a fine thing but notoriously in thrall 
to economics. If religion is of the first importance, 
theology is still the most important use to which 
reason can be put.” 


That the trend is away from emphasis on doc- 
trine all who are aware of the situation will admit. 
That there are fewer and fewer conversions to- 
day is also a sad fact. Let the minister place his 
emphasis on the doctrine of sin, heaven, hell, re 
demption and eternal salvation and he experiences 
anew the joy of seeing sinners converted, and by 
this very thing is making the greatest possible con- 
tribution towards a “new and better world. 
Eliminate these doctrines, and others which make 
up the creeds of evangelical Christianity, and one 


but adds to the confusion of a chaotic world. 


Yes, creeds must have their place in the Church 
and one of our great needs today is a clearer 
understanding of and presentation of the doctrines 
they represent. Let those who speak so glibly of 
“serving our fellow men” recognize that the 
highest possible form of such service is to bring 
the individual sinner to a saving knowledge of 
Christ as Savior. When this is the first emphasis, 
the revival ge pray for will come and the power 
of the church, so often lacking today, will reas 
sert itself in the life of the nation. 


Men are dying on the world battle fields today 
for the principle of political freedom. Should men 
show a lesser devotion to those doctrines, faith 
in which shall determine the eternal destiny of 
the souls of men? —L.N.B. 








May 1945 





Personal Work 


When I graduated from the Seminary I took 
charge of two smal] churches—one with 43 mem- 
bers in a town of 5,000, and the other 
with 25 members in a country: village. I lived in 
the larger town. The larger church paid me $40.00 
per month and the other one $10.00—sometimes. 
Out of this I paid for room and board, bought a 
book or two, tithed, and clothed myself decently 
and never thought of asking aid from the H. M. 
Committee. I felt overpaid. My “big” church was 
on a corner of a block and the Baptist church was 
on the same block with nothing between. The Bap- 
tiss church had a large membership. Often our 
churches would be singing at the same time, 
different hymns, or the same hymns, and the 
effect was jarring on the congregations—espe- 
cially on my little group, which strained every 
nerve to out-sing the Baptists. And out of my 
crowd there developed some very strong voices. 
And when the preaching began, it was often very 
confusing. The Baptist preacher could not preach 
half as loud as I could. It was a test in lung power. 
One day a member of my church got drunk. He 
was about the only young man in my church—a 
clerk in a dry goods store and a fine fellow. I 
was deeply hurt and didn’t know what to do. I 
had been with men who drank where I used to 
work and knew how to sober a man up, but I 
didn’t know what to do with a member of the 
church who got drunk. I prayed. I was brought 
up on prayer. I took that young man to the Lord. 
But I didn’t say anything to him. In a few weeks 
he got drunk again. I felt disgraced, for it was 
being talked about. It was bad enough for him to 
be drunk; but infinitely worse that he was a mem- 
ber of the church. And still worse that he was 
a member of my little church. It made it more 
conspicuous! Why couldn’t it have been a member 
of the Baptist church? It had 400 members! They 
could have afforded to turn him out. But the 
Lord meant for me to do something about it myself 
and not leave it all to Him! I prayed and prayed 
to know what to do—and to have courage to do it. 
I had to do something to save that young man 
and to save the good name of the church. What 
sort of a shepherd was I? I went down town to 
the store where he worked in the back part in 
the men’s clothing. I rather hoped he would not 
be there! I prayed all the way. There the young 
man was—alone. He did not see me until I had 
put my arm around him and said “Sam, I’ve come 
to help you.” He looked at me awhile and said 
nothing. I felt his body trembling under my arm. 
Suddenly he fell over on a stack of clothing and 
cried like a baby. I kept my arm around him and 
I cried too. I didn’t know just what he was crying 
about, but I was crying about whatever he was 
crying about. We cried in each others arms awhile 
and then stopped and wiped our faces. That was 
all. I went to my room and prayed some more. 
He went on with his work. He came to church next 
Sunday. He told me that if I had dealt with him 
any other way it would have run him away. He 
straightened up. The Presbyterian church didn’t 
have a drunkard in it! That drunken man seemed 
to have done a lot for our church. We were to 
rescue the perishing.” 


Some years passed. I had been called to another 
church, Presbytery met in a town some miles 
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away. I attended. A man approached me and said 
“Do you remember me?” I said “I don’t believe | 
do—who are you?” He gave his name. It was 
Sam! “Why, Sam, what are you doing here?” “I’m 
living here. I’m an elder in this church. I want 
you to meet my wife and children.” There were 
seven children—all at church. What if he- had 
been turned out? 


“And the angels sang around the throne 
Rejoice, for the Lord brings back His own.” 
—CTW. 


_— 
— 





Delusions 


“Because I tell you the truth, ye believe me 
not.” These words of Jesus uncover the depraved 
condition of the human mind. How easy to get 
people to believe a lie! How hard to get them to 
accept the truth! To refuse the truth and follow 
strong delusions seems one of the “signs of the 
times.” 


Individual men and women have been deluded 
and in their delusion have often made the most 
fanatical religious leaders. Witness Mohammed, 
Joseph Smith, Mary Baker Eddy, Judge Ruther- 
ford, or the many new negro leaders such as 
Prophet Jones of Detroit, Father Divine, or Bishop 
Grace. Some of these are treading close to the 
unpardonable sin. 


Nations have been deluded and beaome a 
menace to the world. Germany, of course, is our 
classic illustration today, for she was led to believe 
many lies by her teachers and political leaders. 
But dangerous delusions are not confined to Ger- 
may. We have plenty of them in America, and we 
may wake up too late, to find ourselves the victims 
of these “devil’s dreams”. For one thing, the 
whiskey crowd seem to have us hypnotized. 


The church has often succumbed to strong de- 
lusions. When undertaking the so-called “Holy 
Crusades”; at the time of the Reformation; while 
employing the “Holy Inquisition”, and the bloody 
persecutions of Protestants. These are but samples. 
So strong and deeply rooted were these “de- 
lusions” that men like Martin Luther had to 
struggle for years before they were free. 


Again the church is being threatened by a most 
deadly delusion. We call it “Modernism”, but it 
is only hoary-headed Unbelief dressed in new 
clothes. It is but a counterfeit, but a-very clever 
counterfeit, of the genuine Gospel. It is doubly 
dangerous because it uses the garb of new phrase- 
ology for the old unbelief, and because it uses 
old words and phrases with reservations or con- 
notations foreign to the original meaning of the 
terms. 


We have to use tests, just as you test a coin 
or note. Does it ring true? As you examine it 
do you find the distinctive marks of the realm? 
Can you see the signs of the faith once for all de- 
livered to the saints? Is the Infallible Word of 
God recognized and taught? Is our Savior the 
God-man, Virgin-born? Do you find the atoning, 
High Priestly work of the only Redeemer of the 
world? Do you see the “precious blood’? Is the 
regenerating power of the Holy Spirit making 
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new men, “born again” Christians? Is the Return 
of our Lord and the glorious Resurrection a re- 
ality? 


The “Plight of the world” is too awful to mock 
it in its misery by offering a substitute, “just 
as good” as the original. The “Power of God” in 
the Gospel of His dear Son is too marvelous to 
turn to some man-made, “another Gospel, which 
is mot another’. May the Holy Spirit, Who has 
guided the church in all ages, give us enlightened 
minds and enable us to throw off this develish 
delusion of the twentieth century and arise in 
God-given strength to carry our God-given mes- 
sage to this poor, sinning, suffering, = — 





The Keystone 


The point where essential divergence in theo- 
logical thinking inevitably must come is on the 
question of authority, and this authority rests in 
the Bible. For that reason we should ever keep 
clear the fact that the great underlying issue is 
the entire trustworthiness of the Word of God. 


One has to be but a superficial reader of the 
reviews of current theological literature to realize 
how very far many men have gone and are going 
in denying the trustworthiness of varying portions 
of the Bible. The composite total leaves a muti- 
lated shell. 


This process of questioning and eliminating is 
going on today in some of our institutions, appar- 
ently with little opposition, Let us take heed lest 
in our desire to be tolerant and to preserve peace 
we eliminate the keystone on which hangs the 
hope of evangelical Christianity. It is the issue of 
man’s reason versus God’s revelation. 


The responsibility of Boards and Presbyteries 
in this matter is great. Present attitudes by these 
responsible bodies are not such as to encourage 
hope for the future unless the principles involved 
take precedence over personalities. —L.N.B. 





Church Music 


Making full allowance for difference in tastes 
and temperaments, all would probably agree that 
the music one hears in Church has a very definite 
bearing on the impression one carries away from 
the service. 


We are not referring now to the hymns we sing. 
We have such a wealth of such hymns that those 
suitable for almost any occasion may be sung, and 
in congregational singing one can share in a won- 
derful outlet for praise and worship. 


We are speaking of the music played before 
the service, during the offeratory and at other 
times. The effect of this music is great on some 
people. Some of the masterpieces of the great 
composers, so popular and so constantly heard in 
church, may soothe the nerves and enhance the 
sense of peace and quiet, but we still think they 
are not to be compared with the quiet playing of 
old hymns which draw our thoughts to God and 
lead us in holy aspirations, 





In one of our churches the director of music 
begins playing about ten minutes before the 
pastor and choir come in. Most of her music 
and she is an accomplished musician—is the grand 
old hymns, played beautifully and merged on 
into the other until one feels lifted verily into the 
presence of God.-The feeling of self-satisfactioy 
so often engendered by lovely but secular musie, 
gives way to one of adoration and prayer when 
one can share in ones soul with these hymns with 
a message. Try it and see. —L.N.B. 








iin 
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With Gratitude To God 


With this issue of The Journal, May, 1945, 
Volume IV, No. 1, we are beginning the fourth 
year of The Journal’s ministry. We are at this 
time praising God for His exceeding great bless. 
ings upon us in this work. 


For many years previous to the organizing of 
The Journal many in our Church had felt the 
need of a paper devoted primarily to the presen- 
tation and discussion of outstanding issues from 
the historically evangelical viewpoint. In August 
of 1941 a group of men in Montreat discussed 
this need and agreed to explore the problems 
and implications of such a move. During the sub- 
sequent months much prayer and work resulted, 
we believe, in a clear leading of the Lord as to 
the way such a paper was to be started. From 
the first there was a unanimity of opinion that 
this Journal should be dignified and restrained 
but positive and clear. 


On March 3, 1942, in response to a call signed 
by Dr. R. A. Dunn, of Charlotte, N. C.; Mr. 
Charles C. Dickinson, of Charleston, W. Va; 
Rev. Henry B. Dendy, D.D., of Weaverville, N. 
C.; Rev. William Childs Ribonson, D.D. of De- 
ecatur, Ga.; Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D., of 
Alexandria, La.; Mr. Donald Fortson, of Auv- 
gusta, Ga.; Rev. Charlton D. Hutton, of Reynolda, 
N. C.; Mr. T. S. McPheeters, of Charlotte, N. C.; 
Rev. R. A. White, D.D., of Mooresville, N. C.; 
Major W. Calvin Wells, of Jackson, Miss.; and 
Dr. L. Nelson Bell, of Montreat, N. C., a meeting 
was held at Montreat to discuss the founding 
of The Journal. 


Due to a blizzard the attendance at this meet- 
ing was small but it was continued in Asheville 
the next day. Fifty-five other ministers and lay- 
men indicated their sympathetic backing by 
letter, telegram and long-distance telephone but 
were unable to attend the meeting. However 
definite steps were taken looking to the consum- 
mation of these plans, and on March 27 a meet- 


. ing of the Board of Directors was held, the Charter 


and By-Laws were adopted and the necessary 
steps of incorporation were instituted. The under- 
lying purpose of The Journal was unanimously 
adopted by the sponsors of this movement and 
by the Board of Directors and is embodied in the 
following statement: 


“This is not a divisive movement. It is on the 
other hand a plan for constructive action to safe- 
guard and foster and propagate the old Gospel 
of redemption through the Saviour. It is a plan 
to aid in the pressing national problems of our 
day through emphasis on the Bible as truly the 
inspired word of God, worthy of the trust and 
love of all. We believe this stand can be taken 
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in humility and in love and that it will commend 
itself to many. 


“We believe that the overwhelming majority of 
our ministers are sound in the faith, but, we also 
feel that in the past they have not had a rallying 
ground, a place to look for leadership, or a 
medium through which they might find expression 
of common views. 


“We believe also that such a paper will com- 
mend itself to the membership of our Church 
who, in the large, love the old Gospel and want to 
hear it preached and know that it is being taught 
jn our instiutions. 


“We also fee] that we need a more vigorous 
presentation of evangelistic methods, stories of 
God’s grace in souls won for Him, and incidents 
calculated to strengthen our faith and love and 
encourage us to renewed efforts to serve our 
Lord.” 


On August 9th and 10th, 1944, a large group of 
the Supporters of the Southern Presbyterian 
Journal met in Montreat for a season of prayer 
and round-table discussions about various prob- 
lems before our Church today. We had a won- 
derful fellowship together and all of us felt greatly 
helped and encouraged by this gathering. Every 
session of our meetings was opened with a season 
of prayer of from ten to fifteen minutes. Mr. 
C. C. Dickinson, Chairman of the Board of Di- 
rectors of The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Company, presided over all the meetings. Special 
addresses were brought to our group by Rev. J. M. 
Wells, D.D., Rev. William Crowe, D.D., and Rev. 
William C. Robinson, D.D. Practically every one 
present took part in the several discussion periods 
and many of those present brought helpful sugges- 
tions along the lines of Bible study, worship, 
prayer and soul-winning. 


_A committee was appointed to present our 
findings during this meeting. These findings were 
discussed thoroughly, amended and were then 
gone over carefully by the whole gathering, and 
unanimously adopted. 


In presenting our findings the Southern Pres- 
byterian Journal does not assume that these po- 
sitions are peculiar to our supporters. We believe 
that they are the historic positions of our Church, 
and that they are still held, unconsciously or sub- 
consciously, by the great majority of our people 
and are frequently expressed by those who do 
hot regard themselves as members of our Journal 
family. For example, at least two such ministers 
expressed the same caution against the rising 
emphasis upon ritual at Montreat last summer 
which we have expressed in our findings: Our 
Presbyterian Committee of Publication and Re- 
ligious Education has indicated that they are de- 
veloping plans for making our literature more 
Biblical, and that they have a committee studying 
Wways'to use the catechisms more effectively. There 
ls good reason for confidence that the new Presi- 
dent of the Assembly’s Training School will so 
direct the teaching of worship in that institution 
that the principles enunciated in our catechetical 
expositions of the first commandments will be 
> ge out. Many of those who favor the Federal 

uncil admit that they oppose some of the 


things which the Council is doing and has done. 
Indeed even the Council’s own pamphlet on 
“Forces disrupting the Churches” now affirms 
that the Council is not pacifistic, thus implicitly 
condemning the pacifistic stand which it has taken 
for most of its history. 


On the other hand we recognize that our find- 
ings as a whole are the declarations of those who 
were present. Thereby we have lifted a standard 
for the truth of God in our Church. We invite 
all those who find themselves in substantial accord 
with us to rally to the standard. If you are in 
agreement with us on these matters we will 
appreciate hearing from you to that effect. 


Findings 

“We, a large group of the supporters of The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal, who are profound- 
ly interested in our Church, after two days of 
prayer and deliberation at Montreat, (August 
9-10), find ourselves deeply concerned over the 
apparently increasing unbelief in our beloved 
Church. We are deeply conscious of the need for 
intercession for the preaching and the teaching 
of the Word in our pulpits and Bible schools that 
souls may be saved; and we would recall] our 
homes to their God-appointed functions of wor- 
ship, instruction and authority. We recognize that 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Head of the Church, is 
still upon the Throne. Without Him we can do 
nothing, but through Him we are sufficient unto 
all things. We, therefore, call upon ourselves and 
our brethren to give ourselves with renewed zeal 
and faith to prayer and to the ministry of the 
Word. To this end we offer the following specific 
findings: 


First, we bind ourselves into a covenant of 
prayer to pray for a revival that shall begin with 
us and reach out through our Church to the utter- 
most parts of the earth. We covenant to pray 
for God’s increasing use and ever more complete 
guidance of the Southern Presbyterian Journal 
in its ministry. We covenant to pray for our 
Theological Seminaries, colleges and schools, and 
for our Bible schools and those charged with the 
preparation of our literature and with the teach- 
ing of our youth. 


Secondly, we call upon ourselves and our peo- 
ple to magnify the Bible as the Word of the living 
God to us. By a more faithful reading and study- 
ing of the Word we may feed our souls upon the 
faithfulness of the covenant-keeping Lord and be 
upheld in the day of trouble. Only insofar as we 
are able to wield the Sword of the Spirit which is 
the Word of God can we hope to wage and win 
the battle for the faith once delivered to the 
saints. Moreover, the basic tenets of our Re- 
formed position are set forth clearly and sys- 
tematically in our Confession and catechisms. 
We, therefore, call upon ourselves and our brother 
ministers to instruct our people from Sunday to 
Sunday in progressive consistent preaching of the 
Word as interpreted in order by one of our cate- 
chisms or by our confession. 


Thirdly, we reaffirm our Church’s historic po- 
sition as enunciated by Dr. R. A. Webb and a host 
of others that the Christian cause is the evan- 
gelization of the world, the preaching of our Lord 
Jesus Christ in His first and in His second 
comings, as our Prophet, our Priest and our King. 
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Our Lord Jesus Christ has established His church 
in the world for the gathering and the perfecting 
of the saints. The Word of God speaks to all of 
life, social as well as individual. To that end the 
Ten Commandments are an integral part of our 
catechisms and the Church is to interpret, pro- 
claim and enforce the law of Christ contained in 
the Scriptures. 


The recognition of the crown rights of Christ 
requires the Church to devote herself exclusively 
to those tasks which her Head and King has pre- 
scribed for her in His Word rather than to com- 
mit His body to panaceas and programs enunciat- 
ed by fallible and changeable human opinion. 


Accordingly, we disapprove of the Federal 
Council’s official acts and lobbyings which, through 
the middle of August, 1940, opposed adequate 
American armament, so that it bears a partial 
responsibility for leaving thousands of American 


soldiers to be sacrificed for lack of support on 
Bataan.* 


We disapprove condemnation of capitalism and 
of the profit motive in industry, believing that 
these are positions on which Christians have, 
on Scriptural grounds, a right to differ. Similarly, 
we recognize the right of Christians to differ on 
political platforms and candidates without being 
embarrassed by having one side of the political 
issues pressed upon them in church conferences 
or from the pulpit. 


Fourthly, we disapprove of the plan of Re- 
union with the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., which 
does not preserve the safeguards unanimously 
adopted by the Chattanooga (1940) Assembly. On 
the other hand we find in ourselves a willingness 
to unite with the members of the reformed family 
who have clearly maintained the essentials of the 
Christian Faith, as soon as they express a willing- 
ness to unite with us. 


Fifthly, we pray God that our sessions may be 
led to exercise the authority vested in them to 
control the worship and _ instruction in our 
Churches. We pray that they may recall our Sun- 
day Schools te their original function of Biblical 
and Catechetical instruction; and that they re- 
call our people to family attendance upon the 
preaching of the Word to the congregation 
gathered in the Sanctuary of the Lord. Here in 
the worshipping congregation is the primary place 
for our children to learn the Word of God and 
the proper worship it reveals, and the primary 
teacher is the God-ordained Pastor. 


We pray that our sessions may direct the 
worship of our people to the Triune God revealed 
in our Lord Jesus Christ, the God-given center for 
Christian worship, rather than to man-made wor- 
ship centers, lest in bowing down to pictures or 
other likenesses, we violate the Second Command- 
ment. Those who accept the Lord Jesus Christ as 
the High Priest, who ministers at the New Testa- 
ment altar on High, in the heavenly Tabernacle 
which God pitched, not man, have no place in the 
Presbyterian Church for an earthly altar, a medi- 
ating priest, or any expiatory sacrifice other than 


*John A. Hutchinson in We Are Not Divided 


shows that the Federal Council support has been 
pacifistic during its entire history, except those 
times when the United States was actually at war. 





the one He offered. 


We sound a word of caution against the rapidly 
increasing rise of ritual in our church, lest atten. 
tion be focussed upon the ritual itself rather thay 
upon the Lamb in the midst of the Throne, ang 
lest therein we forget the proclamation of the 
saving message of God to the world, lest ritual 
supplant evangelism. 


Finally, we plead with our Theological Seni. 
naries which have been such a mighty power for 
Christ in the life of the Church, that nothing false 
to Him, to His Word, or to His cause be per. 
mitted in their teaching. Our seminaries are 
pledged to teach the doctrine of the Word of 
God as it is presented in the Westminster Stand. 
ards. In the consideration of various problems 
and critical questions, we urge them to realize 
their responsibility for the positive vindication of 
the doctrines of our Church, the redemption which 
is in Christ Jesus. We ask them to train their 
students in the actual work of soul winning.” 


We invite all those who share our views in 
these matters to have a part in The Journal's 
ministry. We will be happy to have you write us 
and let us know that we can count on your sup- 
port through your prayers,» your influence and 
your financial aid. —H.B.D. 





Easter On The Rhine 
By Cecil H. Lang* 


Though the drive of the allied armies from the 
Roer to the Rhine and over the Rhine into the 
Ruhr took place within the Lenten Season, chap- 
lains’ activities within the XIII Corps were carried 
on without serious interruption. 


Beginning the first Sunday in February the 
Corps Chaplain preached from the Gospel of John 
each Sunday until Easter. Personnel of various 
units were asked to read daily from John. During 
that period thirteen soldiers were received by him 
on profession of faith, were baptized, and mem- 
bership for them requested in the church of their 
choice. One of these men was a Syrian, two were 
Greeks, while one was born in Munich and his 
parents now live in Berlin. 


Special Services were held during Holy Week, 
including Communion Services on Thursday, Good 
Friday Services, and a Sunrise Easter Service. 
Figures furnished us by Chaplain George E. Sim- 
mons, chaplain of the 102d Infantry Division are, 
we feel, typical. During Holy Week the. sixteen 
chaplains of that division conducted one hundred 
and ninety five services with a total attendance 
of twelve thousand and twenty six. In thirty eight 
communion services there were five thousand 
and seventy eight who communed. 


——__—> —» 0 o_._______ 


NO HELL—NO JOB ' 

On an American man-of-war, the sailors crowd- 

ed about their chaplain asking, “Do you believe 
in hell?” 


“T do not.” 


“Well, then, will you please resign, for if there 
is no hell we do not need you; and if there 1s 4 
hell, we do not wish to be led astray.” 

—Prairie Pastor. 
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The President’s Last Easter Service 


By Rev. Wm. C. Robinson, D.D.* 


Warm Springs Foundation Chapel 
Easter Sunday, April 1, 1945 
Order Of Service 


Organ Prelude. 

Opening Sentences. 

Invocation, followed by The Lord’s Prayer. 

Hymn 168: “Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain.” 
Responsive Reading: Selection 69, Page 598. 

| Cor. 15. Selected verses. 

Anthem: “In Joseph’s Lovely Garden.” 

Hymn 166: “The Day of Resurrection.” 

Scripture Reading: Hebrews 1:1-8; 2:9-18; 5:7-8. 
Solo: Mr. Fred Botts, “Open the Gates.” 

Prayer: 

Anthem: “God So Loved the World.” 

Hymn 164: “The Strife Is O’er, The Battle Done.” 


Sermon: “God Incarnate for Suffering Men.” 
By Rev. William C. Robinson, D.D. 


Prayer, including Prayer for our Armed Forces. 
Hymn 190: “Crown Him With Many Crowns.” 
Benediction. 


President Franklin D. Roosevelt spent his last 
Easter at the Little White House and attended 
the morning worship at the Warm Springs Foun- 
dation Chapel. About a minute before eleven two 
cars drove up, the guards from the second sur- 
rounded the first as it came to a halt. The Presi- 
dent was rolled in in a wheel chair and was helped 
into the third pew from the front on the left 
of the aisle. He was accompanied by two of his 
cousins in a party of perhaps six. At the con- 
clusion of the service we all remained in our 
places until he had been helped into his chair and 
wheeled out. The Chapel was filled with chairs in 
every available place. The President was a most 
attentive and responsive listener. 


The message was “God Incarnate For Suffering 
Men.” This sermon as published in the March issue 
of The Southern Presbyterian Journal was adapted 
to the occasion. In place of the reference to 
Chicamauga and to Gettysburg the introduction 
included this sentence: “The problem of pain 
Which has long been with you at Warm Springs 
has become a nation wide problem.” 


The President’s Last Easter Worship was a 
unique service. It was held in a unique Chapel 
of Episcopal architecture given by Miss Georgia 

ilkins of Columbus. The whole front of the 
auditorium is free of pews so that the patients 
may be rolled in on stretchers or in wheel chairs. 

ere is no standing in the service since that 
would make a distinction between those who can 
and those who cannot stand. The organ and the 
Plano perfectly harmonize and together they ac- 
companied the choir of Warm Springs patients. 


The service was unique in that the President 
_ the strenuous exertions necessary to place 
imself in his pew for the hour of worship. He 
goes to Warm Springs when he needs to rest and 


often does not make the extra effort to get out 
to public worship. His presence was a living 
inspiration to every sufferer in the Foundation. 
Here was one afflicted as they were, but one 
who had attained the highest pinnacle of world 
leadership. 


It has been my privilege to preach at Warm 
Springs several Easters, but this is the only time 
I have had the President in the congregation. 
When the Chief Magistrate’s call came there were 
strong inward “tugs” to help by serving as a 
Chaplain, but Providence has kept me at the task 
of training others as ministers and chaplains.: I 
am happy to have had one opportunity and that 
the final one to strengthen the President’s hand 
in God. Perhaps I did not miss my unique oppor- 
tunity, for I am in receipt of a letter from Mr. 
Roosevelt written the day before his death in 
which he says: “That was indeed a grand service 
and it was wonderful that you could participate.” 


One likes to think that there at Warm Springs, 
where the charities of his heart and hand over- 
flowed, surrounded by some seventy-five fellow 
polio sufferers, was the place he would have 
chosen for his last hour of public worship on this 
earth. Yes, as the news of victories on land and 
sea were pouring in, and as the notes of tri- 
umphant gladness rose from that choir of polio 
patients who like himself were winning the fight 
against this disease, one concludes that this was 
as well the unique occasion he would have elected 
for a victorious conclusion to a great life. 


The President’s last Easter worship was a tri- 
umphant service. The Responsive Reading was the 
selection from the fifteenth chapter of First Co- 
rinthians found in the Hymnal of the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S.A. Among the Opening Sentences 
were these: Now is Christ risen from the dead and 
become the first fruits of them that slept. Be- 
hooved it not the Christ to suffer and to enter 
into His glory? If we suffer with Him, we shall 
also reign with Him. Every one of the hymns, 
the anthems and the solo were eloquent with the 
notes of Resurrection triumph. 


“Come ye faithful, raise the strain 
Of triumphant gladness: 
God has brought His people forth 
Into joy from sadness. 
Now rejoice, Jerusalem, 
And with true affection 
Welcome in unwearied strains 
Jesus’ Resurrection.” 

* ” * 


“Open the gates of the Temple... 
I know that my Redeemer liveth.” 

* * * 

“In Joseph’s Lovely Garden.” 
3 * * 

“God so loved the World.” 
* 7 * 

“The day of resurrection! 

Earth, tell it out abroad; 

The Passover of gladness, 

The Passover of God. 
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From death to life eternal, 
From this world to the sky, 
Our Christ hath brought us over 
With hymns of victory.” 


* * . 


“Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

The strife is o’er, the battle done; 

The victory of life is won; 

The song of triumph has begun. 
Alleluia!’’ 


Finally came the great coronation hymn: 


“Crown Him with many crowns, 

The Lamb upon His throne! 

Hark how the heavenly anthem drowns 
All music but its own! 

Awake my soul, and sing 

Of Him who died for thee, 

And hail Him as thy matchless King 
Through all eternity!” 


The President’s last Easter worship was a 
Christian service. As the service was closed with 
the apostolic benediction, so it was opened with 
the Christian salutation, Grace be unto you and 
peace from God our Father and from the Lord 
Jesus Christ. The prayer included the petition 
that as God in His mercy had forgiven us, His 
rebellious creatures, for Christ’s sake, so He would 
put it into our hearts to exercise mercy as well 
as judgment in shaping the peace of the world. 


The Incarnation of God, the central Chris- 
tian affirmation, was the theme of the Easter 
sermon. As the music was redolent with Christ’s 
Resurrection, so the sermon was steeped in His 
suffering and dying for our sins. And these two 
great events—Christ’s death for our sins and His 
rising again the third day—are the Christian Gos- 
pel. Or, to quote the sermon: “The Lord of glory 
of His own will entered into our life of grief and 
suffering, and for love of men bore all and 
more than all that men may be called to bear.” 
“He suffered as the Lamb of God for the sins of 
the world.” “He was delivered for our offenses 
and raised for our justification. Therefore, 


“In peace let me resign my breath 
And Thy salvation see: 

My sins deserved eternal death, 
But Jesus died for me.” 


The President’s last Easter worship was de- 
signed as a service of comfort and strength. To- 
day when shoulders are bowed beneath a load of 
responsipilities and hearts are breaking with 
anxiety for loved ones, we preachers need, as 
we have never needed before, the exhortation of 
the Prophet Isaiah: “Comfort ye, comfort ye my 
people saith your God. Speak ye comfortably to 
Zion.” Of the Easter Service Dr. George Hunting- 
ton has kindly written: “I am sure that the whole 


service must have helped and rested and blessed 
the President.” 


Since the closing verse of the responsive read- 
ing seemed peculiarly appropriate for him, I spoke 
directly to the President as I read: “Therefore, 
my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmoveable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord, for- 
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asmuch as ye know that your labor is not in vain 
in the Lord.” 


My wife, who sat just behind Mr. Roosgey 
noticed that he was especially moved by the 
prayer for the President of the United States, 
The minister prayed that God would bless the 
President with the Spirit of wisdom and of under. 
standing, of counsel and of might, of know) 
and of the fear of the Lord. A later letter added 
the prayer, “As your days may demand, may your 
strength ever be!” 


The purpose of the sermon was to present God 
who took our flesh and blood that He might 
suffer with, as well as for, many whose flesh 
is being torn and whose blood is being shed in 
this global war. Moreover, the Epistle to the He. 
brews shows our Lord so really taking our nature 
that He lived His human life trusting in God. He 
offered up strong crying and tears unto Him who 
was able to save Him from death and was hear 
for His godly fear. Thus He is the understanding 
High Priest who sympathizes with us in our 
anxieties and holds on the staunch when our 
hearts are breaking. The vast diamond studded 
Milky Way is but as “dust from the Almighty’s 
moving Chariot Wheels”; and yet in all our afflic. 
tion He is afflicted and the angel of His presence 
saves us, 


The section of the sermon presenting Christ as 
tasting death for every man that He might de- 
liver us from the fear of death was elaborated 
more than appears in the published copy, thus: 


With rare literary skill, the Honorable John 
Hay, sometime Secretary of State, portrayed death 
as The Stirrup Cup which the cavalry officer used 
to drink as he mounted his steed. 


“My short and happy day is done, 

The long and lonely night comes on; 
And at my door the pale horse stands 
To bear me forth to unknown lands.” 


General E. P. Alexander took up the imagery, 
but breathed into the figure something of his own 
dauntless daring. 


“But storm and gloom and mystery 

Shall only nerve my courage high. 

Who thro’ life’s scenes hath borne his part 
May face its close with tranquil heart.” 


Into the same picture the Rev. James Powers 
Smith, who as an aid-de-camp to Stonewall Jack- 
son had ridden through the valley of the shadow 
of many a death, wrote the faith which alone can 
give a tranquil heart. 


“The pale horse stands and will not bide, 
The night has come and I must ride; 
But not alone to unknown lands, 

My Friend goes with me holding hands.” 


These last four lines were spoken directly to 
the President and followed by the affirmation that 
Christ our Friend had gone through the strait 
gate of His death for us that thereafter He might 
go through the gate of our death with us. As! 
thus used the President’s favorite phrase, My 
Friend, I am certain there was an understanding 
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and a trusting response in his face. 


The sermon closed with the story of a mother 
whose son went down in the 8-26 of Panama. 
When the Old First Church held its memorial 
service for this lad, on Easter three years ago, 
she wrote: 


“God has given me a guiding light, 

A star called Faith 

‘That substance of things hoped for, 

That evidence of things not seen.’ 

And now within me peace and joy are born, 

For some day there shall come a Resurrection 
morn! 

And I shall see again and know my son.” 


I mailed the President a copy of a little booklet 
in which this poem is quoted. In reply Mr. Roose- 
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velt said: “I am very glad to have that copy of 
your sermon: ‘The Faith of a Soldier’, because 
it gives me in permanent form that very appro- 
priate poem which you embodied in your Easter 
sermon.” Gold-star Mother, the song you learned 
in your sorrow was the arrow that pointed the 
eye of the Commander-in-Chief Godward as he 
left this life. No doubt it- has likewise pointed the 
eyes of many of our soldiers and sailors to the 
gates of glory. 


It is not likely that I shall ever again preach 
to a President of the United States, but I may 
well remember that the King of Kings is always 
in the audience and that I ought to preach Him 
as in His Presence. 


*Columbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Ga. 





Is The Presbyterian Church (U.S.) 
A Sectional Church? 
By Rev. B. M. Larson, D.D.* 


In the issue of May 25, 1944, THe PrespyTeriAn, of Philadelphia, Pa., carried an article by the Rev. 
R. C. Rankin, Pastor of the Watauga Avenue Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., Johnson City, Tenn., in 
which he charges the Presbyterian Church in the United States with sectionalism and makes some rather 
critical remarks about his Southern neighbors, After waiting several months for some one in the Pres- 
byterian Church, U.S.A., to take notice of the article of Dr. Rankin, a courteous reply was made by Rev. 
B. M. Larson, Knoxville, Tenn., and published in THE PRESBYTERIAN on April 12, 1945. Dr. Larson’s 


article is reproduced in THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL for our readers. 


This question is prompted by an article in The 
Presbyterian of May 25, 1944, written by a Pres- 
byterian, U.S.A., minister serving a church of his 
communion in a Southern State, in which he re- 
bukes a minister of his own Church for intimating 
in an article in The Christian Century that Pres- 
byterian, U.S.A., churches in the South should be 
encouraged to unite with the Southern Assembly, 
stating that “there is no more reason for the Nor- 
thern Church to have a Synod of Florida than there 


= be for the Southern Church to compete in 
io,” 


The writer of the article in The Presbyterian 
vigorously dissents from this suggestion, which he 
characterizes as a surrender to the “expediency 
of sectionalism” and says: “Our duty is clear,— 
to say to our members in the North and West, 
‘You are members of a National Presbyterian 
Church. ‘When you move South, find your own 
Church if possible!’ And we should say to the 


People of the South, ‘Our Church is a National. 


Church; it is opposed to sectionalism any where. 
If you believe in the union of the Presbyterian 
hurch and in its being above political and sec- 
tional prejudices, join the U. S. A. Church.’ ” 


The article from which these statements are 
en is one of considerable length. In speaking 
: ministers and members of the Presbyterian 
urch in the United States, the author uses 
such terms as, “prejudiced U. S. zealots,” “preach- 
Ing -sectionalism,” “promoting sectionalism,’ 


—H.B.D. 


“limited experience and information due to sec- 
tionalism,” “the weakness of the Church (Sou- 
thern) is that which has grown out of sec- 
tionism,” “provincialism, which, in our day of 
widening horizons, is tragic.” 


The meaning of these phrases is in no sense 
changed by lifting them out of their immediate 
context, but clearly represent the mind of the 
writer. Whether these aspersions on the Southern 
Presbyterian Church have the approval of the dis- 
tinguished editor of The Presbyterian is not stated. 


The Assemblies of 1889 recommended: “That 
persons connected with churches under the care 
of one of these Assemblies who may remove into 
the bounds of churches under the care of the 
other Assembly, be advised to unite with those 
churches and to seek their peace and prosperity.” 


If the policy of following its own, proposed by 
this critic of the South, had been pursued by the 
Southern Assembly, whose members, in large num- 
bers including many able ministers, for three quar- 
ters of a century have been moving North and 
East and West to strength the churches of other 
denominations, the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States would have been extended into 
all parts of the country as a rival and competing 
Presbyterian denomination. The official name of 
the Church is perfectly adaptable to such an ex- 
tension. The Assembly of 1866 in adopting a name 
for the Church, chose the term “United States” 
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in order to permit this very thing, if it should 
be expedient to do so. 


At the time of its organization, the Persbyterian 
Church in the United States occupied a field of 
greatest need. The resources in men and means 
were limited and the Assembly faced an immediate 
task large enough to employ its energies. The 
wisest policy was to meet this need and endeavor 
to make the Church strong in the region in which 
providentially it had been placed. Consequentially, 
the Presbyterian Church in the United States 
has not attempted to establish churches beyond its 
original borders, and the Southern Assembly has 
remained compact, united, and aggressive in the 
area of its service. The membership of the As- 
sembly has increased eight-fold. It has a notable 
list of schools, colleges, and seminaries, and a 
far-reaching evangelistic, educational, and _ hos- 
pital work in six foreign lands. A Church that had 
the faith and the courage in the time of a devasta- 
ing war to declare that the purpose of its organi- 
zation was obedience to Christ’s command to take 
the Gospel to all peoples in all lands, cannot be 
a provincial or sectional Church concerned only 
_with loca] problems and the local enjoyment of 
its own religion. 


Christ’s Kingdom is a spiritual Kingdom. It 
recognizes no physical geography. It is not limited 
by regional or national boundaries. Bigness does 
not make a Church great and strong, nor does 
smallness make it weak and insignificant. The 
wide-spread location of congregations does not 
make a Church national; nor does the location of 
congregations over a limited area make a Church 
sectional. The greatness of a true Church of 
Christ is not the size of its ecclesiastical organi- 
zation, but the qualities of its heart and soul, its 
faith and missionary purpose. The testimony of 
the smallest Church, if it is true to its mission, 
may reach to the uttermost parts of the earth, 
and have a spiritual unity with all Christian 
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Churches, great and small, in bonds of peace, Such 
a Church is neither sectional nor national, by 
global. 


Despite the repeated exhortation, both in anq 
out of our Church, that “the war is over,” ang 
that it is time for Christian people to forget the 
past and get together, it can be affirmed withoy 
contradiction that the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States is not narrow, sectional or provincia] 
and without concern for other sections of the 
country, of which the Southern States form , 
large and important part. It is fraternal in spirit 
and neighborly in its relations. It has a part ip 
approved interdenominational activities, and pro. 
vides its share of the financial support, and has 
the respect and confidence of the denominations 
with which it labors. Its outlook embraces the 
people of all lands, its sympathies are as broad as 
the needs of the human family, and its ministry 
is helping to heal and restore the soul of the 
world. The Southern Presbyterian Church knows 
no North or South, East or West, but while in 
self-restraint has confined its labors within certain 
bounds, in a consciousness of spiritual unity with 
its sister denominations, says to its members and 
ministers moving North, and West, and East, 
“find a fellowship in the Church located where 
your new residence is’? and welcome into the men- 
bership of its churches all believers as they come 
from the North, the West and the East. Such a 
Church cannot be a sectional Church. 


The Presbyterian Church in the United States 
has a unity in its own membership that outweighs 
all the doubtful advantages of a formal union, 
based on a minimum of doctrine, without the unity 
that is born of the Spirit. There are reasons for 
Church union, but the sectionalism of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the United States is not one 
of them. 


*Superintendent, Executive Committee of Home 
Missions, Presbytery of Knoxville. 
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Sabbath School Lessons For June 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


LESSON FOR JUNE 3 


Between The Testaments 


Scripture: Malachi; Matthew 2; Luke 1-2; Ga- 
lations 4:4-5. Devotional Reading: Mal. 4:1-6— 
Print Mal. 3:1-3; 16-17; Luke 1:68, 72, 77-78; 
Galations 4:4-5. 


The 400 Years between Malachi and Matthew 
are sometimes called “The Silent Centuries’ be- 
cause no voice of a prophet was heard in Israel. 
In order to understand the situation in Pales- 
tine and the world when Christ came let us look 
briefly at these centuries and note some of the 
very significant changes which took place in his- 
tory. “After Ezra, the Jewish people expanded 
their territory until by Jesus’ day they occupied 
even Galilee. But, except for a brief interlude 
of independence under the Maccabees, they re- 


mained a subject people, Rome being their final 
master.” 


Let us consider a few outstanding facts: 


(1). The Messianic Hope was in the hearts of 
the returned Israelites, and the powerful “Rabbis 
kept this before the nation. May we quote some 
words from Geikie’s “Life and Words of Christ. 
“The central and dominant characteristic of the 
teaching of the Rabbis was the certain advent 
of a great national Deliverer—the Messiah, o 
Anointed of God, or in the Greek translation of 
the title, the Christ. In no other nation than the 
Jews, has such a conception ever taken such rodt, 
or shown such vitality. . .. For a time, 
appeared to realize the promised Deliverer, or # 
least to be the chosen instrument to prepare the 
way for Him. Zerubbabel, in his turn, became 
the center of Messianic hopes. Simon Maccabaevs 
was made high-priest-king only ‘until a faithful 
prophet—the Messiah—should arise’. As. the glory 
of their brief independence passed away, and os 
Roman succeeded the hated Syrian as ruler a 
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oppressor, the hope in the Star which was to come 
out of Jacob grew brighter, the darker the night. 
_,. With a few, the conception of the Messiah’s 
kingdom was pure and lofty. The hearts of such 
as Zacharias, Elizabeth, Mary, Anna, Simeon, 
and John the Baptist, realized, more or less, the 
need of a redemption of the nation from its 
spiritual corruption as the first necessity. This 
grander conception had been slowly forming in 
the minds of the more religious. .. . He was the 
Messenger—the Elect of God, appointed from 
eternity, to appear in due time, and redeem His 
people. The world was committed to Him as its 
Judge: . . . He was the Son of Man, . . . no other 
than the Son of God . . . He was the Archetypal 
Man—the ideal of pure and heavenly Manhood, 
in contrast to the fallen Adam. Two centuries 
before our era, He was spoken of as ‘the Word 
of God’, or as ‘the Word’, and as ‘Wisdom’, and 
as, in this way, the Incarnation of the Godhead. 
(See the book of Enoch)... . The prevailing idea 
of the Rabbis and the people alike, in Christ’s 
day, was, that the Messiah would be simply a 
great prince, who should found a kingdom of 
matchless splendor. Nor was the idea of His 
heavenly origin at all universal: almost all fancied 
He would be only a human hero, who would lead 
them to victory.” (see pages 79-83 of Geikie’: 
book). 
(2) The world dominion of Rome. 


(3) The spread of the Greek language and the 
Septuagint Translation of the Old Testament. 

(4) The rise of Synagogues, so often men- 
tioned in the Gospels and Acts. 


(5) The “parties” among the Jews—Pharisees, 
Sadducees, Herodians. 


Malachi 


“Malachi means ‘My Messenger’. He was sent 
to denounce practices that dishonored God and 
His Worship, and to strengthen the hands of Nehe- 
miah in reforming abuses. His message closes the 
Old Testament. But through Four Centuries of 
Silence he foresees another Messenger who is to 
prepare the way of the Lord; and the advent of 
the Lord himself, the greatest Messenger of all, 
the ‘Angel of the Covenant’. . . . Prophetic silence 
reaches from Malachi to John Baptist, putting 
beyond doubt that proprecy was complete cen- 
turies before the events foretold. But there is a 
remarkable link between the two testaments: 
the last figures on the inspired page of Malachi, 
and the first on the inspired page of Matthew, 
are the Angel of the Covenant and His Fore- 


runner.” (See “Keys to the Word,” by A. T. 
Pierson, D. D.) 


Malachi 3:1-3, 16-17 


In the first passage we have the prophecy con- 
cerning John and Christ. As is often the case 
in Old Testament prophecies, there is a mingling 
of the two “comings” of our Savior. Part applies 
to the coming recorded in the Gospels, and part 
Will be fulfilled when He comes the second time 
as Judge of all the world and of the “quick and 
dead.” These two aspects of His coming were 
hot clear to the Jews, and His coming as the “suf- 
ering Servant of Jehovah” did not appeal to them. 


With “wicked hands” they fulfilled God’s fore- 
ordained plan. 
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“Who may abide’, and “who shall stand” in 
that day? Part of His great work as a refiner 
and purifier was done when He was on earth; 
a will be accomplished when He returns in 
glory. 


Verses 16-17 are true of God’s children in all 
ages, but are especially applicable to us in these 
days of sorrow, anxiety and persecution. This is a 
fine time for real Christians to enjoy the fellow- 
ship of all others who think upon “his name.” God 
has His “special treasure,’”’ (margin) in this world. 
Should not all of us who profess to love our 
Savior be very closely united in these sad days 
of war and strife? 


Luke 1:668, 72, 77-78 


These beautiful words spoken by Zacharius, the 
father of John the Baptist, through the inspiration 
of the Holy Spirit, show how God visited and re- 
deemed His people, remembered His holy covenant, 
“to give knowledge of salvation unto his people 
by the remission of their sins, through the tender 
mercy of God; whereby the dayspring from on 
high hath visited us.” If such glorious blessings 
came through John, the forerunner, how much 
greater the blessings of the Savior came through 
John, the forerunner, how much greater the bless- 
ings of the Savior Himself? Is it any wonder that 
our greatest hymns of praise center around Him? 


Galatians 4:4-4 


Paul sums it all up in a wonderful way in these 
two verses. ““‘When the fulness of time was come.” 
God is never in a hurry. Let us wait patiently 
for Him to fulfill all the other prophecies con- 
nected with our Lord. The Incarnation is past; 
Redemption is completed; our Adoption as sons, 
is a fact. We can wait for His whole great plan 
to be gloriously completed “in that day.” 


Our Devotional Reading tells us more of that 
Day. “Be ye therefore ready, for in such an hour 
as ye think not, the Son of man cometh.” Are 
we ready for that Day to come?. 


LESSON FOR JUNE 10 


The Ministry Of Jesus 


Scripture: Matthew; Mark; Luke; John. De- 
votional Reading: Isaiah 61:1-9. Printed Text: 
Mark 1:14-15; Luke 4:16-21; Mark 8:27a, 29, 31. 


Introduction 


The four Gospels are like four photographs 
taken of a person from four different angles, or 
view points. Matthew, written especially for the 
Jews, stresses the Messiahship of the Christ and 
His fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies. Mark 
designed perhaps for the Romans, under Peter’s 
influence, deals with the Power and Activity of 
Jesus as the Servant of Jehovah. Luke, maybe 
with the Greeks in mind, looks at Him as the 
Ideal Man, second head of the human race. John’s 
Gospel is written “that ye might believe that Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing 
ye might have life through His name.” (John 
20:31). 


This four-fold picture, however, is the picture 


‘of One Person, the God-Man. In all the Gospels 
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His Humanity and Deity shine forth. Together 
they give us a complete, full-rounded portrait of 
our Saviour. 


Summary 


We might sum up His ministry by using these 
words: Living, Teaching, 
Dying, Rising, Coming Again. 


Preaching, Healing, 


1. Living. He, the Son of God, came in the flesh 
that He might Live a perfect life, “tempted in all 
points like as we are, yet without sin,” fulfill 
the law in every particular, going about doing 
good. His was the noblest life ever lived; the 
only perfect life, a revelation of God, our Loving 
Heavenly Father. 


2. Teaching: The moral and spiritual grandeur 
of His teaching, its beauty, simplicity, purity and 
profoundness are so marvellous that we all feel as 
the people of His day felt, astonished by it all: 
“he teaches as One having authority, and not as 
the scribes’; “Never man spake as this Man.” 


3. Preaching: This was similar to His teaching, 
but may be thought of as a moral formal procla- 
mation of the “Good News” of the Kingdom. 
His longer discourses might be called “sermons” 
in contrast to His teaching. 


4. Healing: With His other miraculous Works. 
There were at least three reasons for Jesus’ heal- 
ing so many sick people: (1) His compassion for 
the sick, so natural in One with a heart of love; 
(2) His miracles were “signs”, credentials, show- 
ing that He came from God. Nicodemus recog- 
nized this fact. (3) He healed the bodies of men 
to show that He had the power, (right, or au- 
thority), to heal their souls. “Son, thy sins be 
forgiven thee,’”’ He said to the sick of the palsy. 
He is the Great Physician, His diploma stamped 
with the seal of Heaven. 


5. Dying on the cross. This was no “accident,” 
or “second best expedient,” or “after thought,” 
but was the purpose and climax of His coming into 
the world. The plan of salvation has the cross at 
its center; He was slain from the foundation of 
the world; it was according to the determinate 
council and foreknowledge of God, even though 
the hands and the hearts of those who crucified 
Him were undoubtedly “wicked”. John the Baptist 
called Him the “Lamb of God that should take 
away the sins of the world’; He was to be called 
Jesus, for He would save His people from their 
sins; He himself knew that the cross was ahead 
of Him and its dark shadow fell on His whole life. 
His death finished the great work of atonement; 
the sacrifice ‘‘once for all.” 


6. Rising from the dead. This meant Victory 
over death, and the seal of God that His work as 
our Great High Priest was accepted. He has gone 
into the most holy place, not with the blood of 
animals, but with His own precious blood, to 
obtain eternal redemption for us. 


7. Coming Again to judge the world. This is the 
“day” toward which the world is hastening. 


“He is coming, He is coming, 
Not as once He came before, 
Wailing infant born in weakness 

On a lowly stable floor; 
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But upon His cloud of glory, 
In the crimson-tinted sky, 
Where we see the golden sunrise 
In the rosy distance lie.” 


Printed Text 


Mark 1:14-15. These verses tell of the preach. 
ing of the Gospel of the Kingdom. The time i 
fulfilled, the Kingdom of God is at hand. There 
are two urgent calls which attend this preaching 
of the Gospel: (1) Repent ye. This was the same 
message which had been so heart searchingly 
preached by John the Baptist. Men need to 
“change their minds” about Sin and God and Life 
when they face the “Good News” of the King. 
dom. (2) Believe the Gospel. Faith cometh by 
hearing and hearing by the Word of God. The 
Gospel calls for the response of faith in our 
hearts and minds; a living faith. 


Repentance and Faith go together. They are 
like the two gate posts to the Way that leads 
to God and Salvation. (Study the definitions of 
“Repentance unto life,” and “Saving Faith” in the 
Shorter Catechism. It will be well worth while), 


Luke 4:16-21. This gives us a sketch of the 
sermon Jesus preached at Nazareth, His home 
town. The central thought is found in verses 
18-19. “He hath anointed me to preach the 
Gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the 
broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to the cap- 
tives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set 
at liberty them that are bruised, to preach the 
acceptable year of the Lord.” 


Mark 8:27a, 29, 31. Jesus asked the personal 
question, “Whom say ye that I am’’? and received 
as His answer the noble Confession of Peter, 
“Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 


Then there follows His teaching about His death 
which they were so slow to understand, but which 
was so important. After His resurrection He ex- 
plained to the two, (Luke 24:25, 26) and later 
to them all “thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and 
to rise from the dead the third day: And that 
repentance and remission of sins should be 
preached in his name among all nations, beginning 
at Jerusalem. And ye are witnesses of these 
things.” (Luke 24:46, 47, 48). 


We are still “His Witnesses.” Are we concerned 
about our business? We still have the “Good 
News.” Are we constraining men to “Repent” and 
“Believe”? ; 


LESSON FOR JUNE 17 


The Church Begins Its Work 


Scripture: Luke 24:44-48; Acts Devotional 
Reading, Ephesians 4:1-7. Printed Acts 5:29-86, 
38-40, 42. 


Introduction 


Right now, in a war-torn, sin-cursed, suffering, 
sorrowing world, is a good time for the ch 
to look itself squarely in the face and ask some 
heart-searching questions concerning its spirits 
condition. A lukewarm church, filled with worldli- 
ness, permeated with unbelief, controlled an 
guided by worldly wisdom, and trusting in the 
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wer of men can do nothing for our perishing is one who can testify as to w 
vatid. We must have a Spirit-filled church, living heard. Is not our demons sane. jes 7 the fact 
and preaching the pure unadulterated Gospel which that we have seen, or heard, or felt- so little? Of 
is the power of God unto salvation. course our best testimony is a Christ-like life, 

: : but who can live i 

The Book of Acts is a fine place for us to dis- word for _ Nlesad pow ‘May the oly Seiste 
cover our need and also find the remedy for our grant us some real heart experiences so that we 
helplessness. can be witnesses for Christ! 


Our Devotional Reading, Eph. 4:1-7 is an exhor- 
tation we would do well to ponder. Is being a Acts 5:27-42 


Christian our “vocation”, our “business”? Or are The Book of A i “ 

we just playing at this while our main thought Acts “of the Holy ‘Spirit’ as He podtncwsn-# bor 
and endeavor is elsewhere? The highest “calling” guided and filled the early church. Luke tells us 
in the world is the calling to follow Christ, the in his Gospel what Jesus began to do until He 
“upward” call of God in Christ Jesus. Does “low- was taken up, and in Acts, what He continued to 
ness” and wmodineas” characterine, the church do through the Spirit working mightily in and 
today, or have we become proud and high-minded, th h i isti 
rating ‘in our, “bigness” instead a’ Gert rough and with the early Christians. 

power? Are we “longsuffering, forbearing one an- Let ind 1 i 

other in love,” or are we jealous and faultfinding? ines baboon ee an Se ee “spiet 


—_ P vm had been poured out in abundant measure. Every- 
Is the “unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace : P me? 
(vs. 3) the sort of unity we are colina? Has — bese pe ge The apostles were changed 
odern unbelief ro sey Y J ? 
mode belief robbed us of the “oneness” that rom weak men, slow to understand, into men of 
we find in verses 4-7, the same sort of oneness for courage and wonderful insight into the Scriptures. 
which our Master prayed in John 17? Has not this Thousands of the people had been “pricked in 
deadly poison, this leaven of the Sadducees, taken their hearts” and saved. The body of believers 
away our Spiritual power, our hope, our Lord, our were full of rejoicing and an unselfish love for 
Hay ws  omape baptism, and even the One each other. 
and Father of us all, and substituted a man- : 
made “f ” : : : But persecution had already begun. The rulers 
aioe? orm of godliness” while denying its take — as to a —— = do. The 
apostles are imprisoned and released and now 
Is net this picture enough to make us hang stand before the council. 
our heads in shame and for mercy and for : : : 
cleansing from above? Sodunech a begin at The high priest in verse 28 reminds them that 
e ho : 
he houte of God aly egy ng eg 
Luke 24:44-48 filled Jerusalem with “your doctrine” and “intend 
i ee i (1) waa P to bring this man’s blood upon us.” 
S$ passage we have a Backward an 
(2) a Forward look. Notice the boldness of Peter and the other 
apostles in their answer (vss. 2:29-32). Ve 
In verses 44-46 Christ shows his disciples that eae they say, “We ought to obey Gol one 
His Life, ministry, death, and resurrection had all than men.” Then they again show that the Christ 
been spoken of in the Old Testament Scriptures— whom they slew is risen from the dead, exalted 
that all must be fulfilled which was written in the to be a Prince and a Savior, and that repentance 
ah i pone and k- e Xe _ _ the is granted to Israel and forgiveness of sins. They 
in ‘ - - - 
age Hegre _ — ae a4 = p ~~ SS of these things and so is the Holy 
might understand the Scriptures. Oh that we 
preachers today would depend upon Him, our Great The first angry reaction of the rulers is to 
Teacher, to do this for us! The Old Testament is slay them. In this determination they were checked 
full of Christ, if we have eyes to see and heerts for the time being by the conciliatory speech of 
to understand. He lives there in direct prophecy. Gamaliel, with his warning that if it be of God, 
m type and symbol, in ritual and sacrifices. It ye cannot overthrow it, lest haply ye be found 
Prepares the way for Calvary and the Cross and to fight against God. They listened and agreed, 
God’s plan of salvation. but beat the apostles and commanded that they 


should not speak in the name of Jesus. 
So much for the Backward look, linking up ; 
with the Old Testament. : Verse 41-42 give the reaction of the apostles. 
Th (1) They rejoiced that they were counted worthy 
‘i en comes the Forward look. In verse 47 we to suffer shame for His name. And we, in this 
x hae that repentance and remission of sins day, are afraid of even a little ridicule and 
ould be preached in His name. Here is the criticism. (2) They continued, daily and in every 
essence of the Good News. He had finished His home, to teach and preach Jesus Christ. Suppose 
emptive work as our Great High Priest, having we Christians would do this today! 
Purchased eternal redemption through His blood, 
8o that the Gospel could be proclaimed in all the Persecution continued and became more bitter. 
world, among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. Some were killed, others imprisoned, and at last, 
I nearly all were scattered abroad. But as fire is 
n verse 48 He lays the responsibility for the often scattered-by trying to beat it out, so these 
to a of this Gospel upon their shoulders. early Christians went everywhere preaching, or 
nd ye are witnesses of these things.” A witness talking, the Word, lighting the: fire of the Gospel. 


ene Sas 


B28. 
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The early Church was (1) a Praying church, 
(2) A Spirit-Filled church, (3) A Loving, Un- 
selfish church, (4) A Rejoicing church, (5) A 
Witnessing church. No wonder that it was (6) 
A Growing church. 


Do we want such a church today? 
willing to pay the price? 


LESSON FOR JUNE 24 


The New Church In The Pagan World 
Scripture: Acts 11:19-26; 13:1-3; I Timothy; 
Hebrews; 1 Peter—Especially. 1 Timothy 6:1-20; 


1 Peter 4:7, 5:4. Devotional Reading: 1 John 
5:1-12. 


Are we 


Introduction 

The Pagan World was a world steeped in sin. 
To get a true picture of it read Paul’s description 
in the first chapter of Romans. What was the 
Church to be and do in a world like this? We 
would suggest the following as some of its work: 
(1) Face it without fear. It is true that it was 
a powerful world and that fearful persecutions 
would break soon upon the church, but as Paul 
tells Timothy, “For God has not given us a spirit 
of fearfulness, but of power and of love and of a 
sound mind.” (2) Come out of it and be separate. 
They were to be a peculiar people, holy, harmless 
and undefiled. This was part of their testimony. 
(3) Witness to it. To the church was committed 
the everlasting Gospel of the grace of God. This 
Gospel was the power of God unto salvation to all 
who would believe. (4) Win from the world all 
who would accept God’s Plan of salvation; that we 
are saved by grace through faith. 


In this program there was no room for compro- 
mise with the world, or a wholesale gathering into 
the church of unregenerate men. When the world 
and the church formed an alliance under Con- 
stantine, the church soon lost her power and al- 
most died. This always happens when the world 
gets into the church. 


We face a Pagan world today. Under all its 
veneer and polish its the same world that Paul 
so vividly describes. “The Plight of the World” is 
the same and “The Power of God is the same.” 
What about the church? Are we the same as in 
New Testament times, or has the world a strangle 
hold upon us? Are we keeping ourselves “un- 
spotted from the world” so that our testimony will 
be of value to the world? 


I John 5:1-12 
This Devotional Reading reveals the Christ- 
centered character of the new church. It might be 
summed up in the twelfth verse: “He that hath 
the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son 
of God hath not life.” The whole pagan world, 
like our world today, was dead in sin; God has 
given eternal life in His Son; this eternal life 
comes through faith; “Whosoever beliveth that 
Jesus is the Christ is born of God.” Such a “born 
again” Christian overcomes the world, and the vic- 

tory that overcomes is our faith. 


Brief History Of The 

Church From Acts 
After Pentecost came persecution. This perse- 
cution scattered the Christians and they went 
everywhere preaching the Word. Stephen, one of 


the first deacons, was stoned; Philip, another 
deacon, went to Samaria and preached; Pete 
visited Cornelius and the Gentile Pentecost came 
in his house; the disciples were first called “Chris. 
tians” at Antioch, which became the missionary 
center of the new church; Saul of Tarsus was cop. 
verted, went to Antioch, and he and Barnabas 
were sent as missionaries. The three missionary 
journeys of Paul, his voyage to Rome, and his 
ministry in that city while a prisoner, form q 
large part of church history as recorded by Luke 
in Acts. So, in spite of persecution, the ear} 
church obeyed the last command of Christ and 
the Gospel spread rapidly into Asia Minor, Greece, 
and to the city of Rome. 


Some Characteristics Of This New 
Church As Seen In Our Printed Text 


I Timothy 6:11-16 


The Christians were to turn their back on the 
world, “flee these things,” all the things which 
made the Roman world a corrupt and awful place. 
They were to “follow after righteousness, godli- 
ness, faith, love, patience, meekness”. (vs. 11). 
What a contrast to the life of the time! Should 
there not be today the same clear-cut distinction 
between Christians and people of the world? Has 
the standard of Christian living been lowered? 

These Christians were to fight the good fight 
of faith, lay hold upon eternal life, and witness a 
good confession even as Christ had before Pilate. 
Are we fighting a good fight against the world, 
the flesh, and the devil,. or have we surrendered 
in part at least to the enemy? When we con- 
promise, we lose our testimony, and the world 
laughs in our face. 


The rich Christians were to beware of being 
high-minded, or of trusting in their riches. They 
were to so use their wealth as to lay up a rich 
store of reward in Heaven. (vss. 17-19). 


Timothy, as a leader, was to keep that which 
was committed to him and avoid useless discussions 
and the entanglements of so-called science. Would 
that we modern preachers had heeded that wise 
advice! So-called science, like Evolution and many 
another theory, are but the guesses of unregen- 
erate and unenlightened men of this world. True 
science and the Bible never contradict each other, 
but the Bible contradictes much “so-called science.’ 


We have revealed here a holy, militant, faith- 
ful church. It is no wonder that such a brother- 
hood of believers made a tremendous impression 
on the Roman Empire and continued to grow 
despite bitter persecution. 


1 Peter 4:12-16 
Here we have another “snap-shot” of the early 
church. 


The first part is very similar to the picture 
in 1 Timothy, and shows us a church that in its 
life and ministry to others, in its spirit of love 
and faithful stewardship of the grace of God, 
was glorifying God through Jesus Christ. 


The latter part takes up the matter of fiery 
trials and persecutions. These fiery trials (vs. 12) 
were not to be looked upon as strange. Not only 
were they not to marvel at this, but they were 
to rejoice that they could be partakers of Christ's 
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sufferings (See Matt. 5:10,11,12). The suffer- 
ing Christ is to be a glorified Christ, and the 
suffering Christian will share in his Savior’s glory. 
(This thought must have sustained many a 
martyr). 


But let us be sure that none of us suffer as a 
murderer, or thief, or evildoer, or busybody in 
other men’s matters. Our jails are full of such 
criminals. They suffer because of their sins. But 
many of the jails of that day were full of people 
who had broken no law of men or God. And in 





oo 


some lands jails are full of the same kind of peo- 
ple now. “If any man suffer as a Christian, let 
him not be ashamed.” 


Fiery trials are again upon the church. Let us 
not be too sure that we in America will escape. 
May God give us grace to suffer as Christians 
and not be ashamed. 


May God purify His church and give her grace 
and power to witness to our PAGAN world sunk 
in sin and shame, so that souls may be saved! 





Young People’s Department 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Young People’s Emphasis 
For June 


MY COMMUNITY 


Introduction For The Month 


All of us have heard how every old maid in the 
community can raise all the children of the 
families of the community. Some times I think 
we Christians get like that when we talk about 
world order and world community. We want to 
tell the world how it ought to go when we in the 
church have not yet learned to live together as 
areal community of believers. And we want to tell 
communities all over the world how they ought 
to be when we have not done so much with our 
own community. 


Our emphasis for June is “My Community.” 
As we look at our community today we are natural- 
ly thinking about all those boys who have gone 
out to the ends of the earth to fight for our 
community—and for every community just like 
ours in America. Perhaps there should be two 
questions in the back of our minds all the time 
we are thinking about this topic. “What kind of 
a community do these men want to come back to? 
While they are fighting they are expecting us to 
make that kind of a community for them to come 
home to. And then the more important question, 


| kind of a community does God want us to 
ave! 


As we begin our topic we ought to keep in mind 
certain truths that some seem to have forgotten 
in these days. God has not given us a blue print 
of the ideal community and ordained us to en- 
force the rules and regulations that will bring it 
about. Nor are we as members of the Christian 
church called upon to organize and support group 
movements that have for their purpose the right- 
ing of social ills and forcing Christian morality 
upon an un-Christian majority. God rather tells 
us to be something in Christ, and we will mold our 
community for good. But in the process of being 
something in Christ we will be keenly aware of 
things that are wrong and unjust in our com- 
munity life, and we must bear our witness against 
those evils and lend our support to their correc- 
tion as citizens who care. 


With these general facts in mind let’s see what 


we ought to be in our community and do for it 
in order to help make it what God wants it to be, 
and what our boys are fighting to make it. These 
topics will guide us along the right road. 


1. Our True Community. 

2. My Attitude Toward Our Community. 
3. Jesus’s Nazareth Program. 

4. God and Caesar. 


First Sunday: Our True Community. 


Introduction 

One of my Junior teachers was talking a few 
months ago about how we ought to trust God and 
not ourselves. A little boy spoke up and said, 
“Teacher, I know what you mean. For a long time 
there has been a real big boy in our gang and 
he could whip all the other guys. He was my 
friend so I did not have to worry. But now he has 
moved away, so I’ll have to trust the Lord.” 


The fellow sounds funny, but he is not far 
wrong. As soon as we know that we can not stand- 
up to life and its demands in our own strength, 
then realize that we can stand in the strength 
of the Lord and conquer the world, we are on the 
road to getting somewhere in life. Now we need 
ty realize this when we look at our community. 
Jf you look at your community I believe that you’ll 
find that only about 1 out of 3 is a professing 
Christian, and if you ask your pastor he will tell 
you that you can’t count on more than a few of 
those who are professing Christians. The habits 
and customs of your community will be largely 
dictated by non-Christian folk. If you try to make 
any difference you will feel like you are a mighty 
small minority. What about it? Do you make any 
difference? Yes, because you belong to the only 
real community in all the world. What is that 
community? How big is it? Will it make any 
difference in my community? Let’s take a look 
and see. 


Scripture Lesson 
1. Fellowship with all believers: I John 1:3a. 
2. Fellowship with God Himself: 1 John 1:3b. 
8. Fellowship with the saints of all ages: He- 
brews 11:32 - 12:2. 


As believers in Jesus Christ we belong to a 
real community made up of all believing men 
everywhere. Our fellowship is with God Himself, 
and we belong to that group of men down through 
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the ages who, each in his own day has been in 
the minority, yet by their courageous stand and 
faithful witness they have molded the life of the 
world. We can make a difference on our local 
community because we belong to and are backed 
up by that great Divine Community of all the 
faithful. That fact realized in our own experience 
moves us to faithful action. 


Suggestions 


As members of this Divine Community we al- 
ways remember that we are born again members 
because Christ Himself bore our sins in His own 
body on the tree that we might be dead unto sin 
and alive unto God. We follow One who took 
it upon Himself at Calvary to do something about 
our sins. And He has reminded us that if we 
are to follow Him we must take up our cross 
and follow. So when we become aware of needs in 
our community we ought to do something about 
them. There are many ways that we can do some- 
thing about them, depending on how the Lord 
leads us. In this program you might have some 
members of the group look up the lives of some 
Christians in the past who have taken upon them- 
a to do something about things as they found 

em. 


D. L. Moody once heard a man say that it yet 
remained to be seen what God could do with a man 
wholly yielded to Him. D. L. Moody determined 
to be that man, and He was used to turn two 
continents upside down. There was Jacob Riis 
who wanted the children of Mulberry Bend to 
have an open place in which to play, fresh air, 
and clean water. There are Dr. Barnardo’s Homes 
that came about because he took it upon himself 
to do something about the boys whose only homes 
were in the boxes and holes along the London 
riverfront. There was Frances Willard, in a day 
when women’s entrance into the man’s world of 
affairs was frowned upon, took it upon herself 
to do something for those being ruined by the 
liquor traffic. And there is Albert Schweitzer 
who gave up a profitable career to go and do 
something about the death toll in the tropics. 


Go to your city library and look up the lives 
of some of these men. Beginning with some of 
the men on the great Honor Roll of Faith in 
Hebrews 11 show how the men of faith always get 
things done, show how these others have taken 
their place upon that honor roll because they 
believed enough to do something about it, and 
close with a discussion of something that you 
might do as a group. 


Second Sunday: My Attitude 
Toward My Community 


Introduction 

My wife went in the store the other day and 
asked the butcher for a pound of bacon, and 
when he claimed that he had none she said, “You 
are lying to me.” The butcher laughed and came 
back with a crack along the same order. Before 
we left the store another woman came in and 
asked for bacon, and when she received the same 
answer she let loose a flow of complaining against 
him, concluding with the identical words of my 
wife. The butcher got perfectly furious, and when 
the woman had left he made the remark that he 
would never sell her another piece of meat even 
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if he had it. What was the difference? The differ. 
ence lay in their attitudes. The attitude of the 
one was good humored and backed up by an under. 
standing of the butcher’s problem. The other atti. 
tude was one of anger and resentment. And even 
though they used the same words they had 
exactly opposite effects upon the butcher, 


So it is that our attitude in the Christian life 
is catching and means as much as what we say 
and do. If our attitude toward Christ and others 
is correct our influence will count for good, but 
if our attitude is wrong no matter what good 
things we try to do the very ones we seek to help 
will resent our intrusion. What should be the 
Christian attitude we should have toward the 
folks of our community? 


Scripture Lesson: Romans 14:1-23. 


1. We must not self-righteously judge the mo- 
tives or actions of others. Vss. 3-13. 

2. We must always act from an earnest desire 
for our neighbor’s highest good. Vss. 13-21. 

38. We must always act with an eye fixed on 
what will most glorify God. Vss. 22-23. 


The Christian does not have a set of detailed 
rules to follow in his dealings with others, but if 
he will always conduct himself by these principles 
as they are explained in the Scriptures he will be 
used of God for good. 


Suggestions 

After pointing out that a person is a Christian 
because he has been born from above by faith in 
Christ develop the Scripture lesson in terms of 
these principles of Christian conduct. Then you 
might discuss what effect it would have upon the 
problems of your community if all the Christians 
began to live by these principles. You might use 
a few such as: gambling, liquor traffic, wage dis 
putes, degrading amusements, and poor housing. 


Two things need to be kept in mind in such 8 
discussion as this: 


First we must avoid the fundamental error made 
by so many, the error of thinking that we can 
legislate men to act Christians when they are not 
Christians. We must really first reach the people 
of our community for saving faith in Christ before 
we can expect them to even try to act like Chris- 
tians. 


Second, we must remember that one real Chris- 
tian in a place of importance can simply carry out 
his duty and really transform a community. For 
instance we had an illustration in my town. For 
years the political offices were secured by the 
votes from controlled wards. These wards were 
controlled by gamblers and racketeers. Now when 
the men were elected they could not turn 
prosecute the men who got them elected. So 
gambling, immorality, whiskey, and vice of 
kinds ran wide open and was a disgrace to the 
community. One day the attorney general was pro- 
moted to a higher job, and his place was filled 
by the appointment of the governor. Since the new 
attorney general was in by appointment instead 
of elections he had made no commitments, and 
since he was on the wrong side politically he had 
nothing to lose. So he went to work enforcing the 
law, and in a few months he had closed up and 
run out of town most of the big gamblers and 


Ca 
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racketeers. Really reach men of importance in 
the community for Christ and they can do more 
than the church ever can. Some months before 
this man came to office a group of churches had 
started a “Victory over Vice” campaign, and for 
all their efforts they did not get a single indict- 
ment before the Grand Jury. One man enforcing 
the law in the attorney general’s office did more 
to clean up the community than all the churches 
could do by their campaign. Win men to Christ, 
and if they are really won they will begin to clean 
up the community. When this attorney general 
began to prosecute the gamblers and racketeers 
the only ones who called up and asked him to stop 
or threatened him if he did not were the promi- 
nent members of our big, uptown churches. The 
church does not need to conduct a social cru- 
sade. It needs to really reach its own members for 
Christ, make them aware of evils, and develop 
in them the courage to stand true in spite of social 
or business interests. 


Third Sunday: The Nazareth Program. 


Introduction 
Dizzie Dean, the great pitcher for the St. Louis 
Cards a few years back, was known as a great 
braggard. But Dizzy used to say that when a 
fellow tells you what he is going to do, then goes 
out and does it, he is not a braggard he just 
knows what he can do. 


It may seem a little out of place at first to 
compare this with what Jesus did at the synagogue 
in Nazareth, but it just about explains it. Jesus 
had just begun his public ministry and the word 
was going all around the country side about the 
things that the young fellow from the carpenter 
shop in Nazareth was doing. Then one day He 
came home to Nazareth and went into the syna- 
gogue on the Sabbath day. The leader of the 
service asked Him to read the portion of Scripture 
for the day, and the Lord Jesus read from the 
prophecy of Isaiah. When He had read the passage 
He said to them, “This is what I am going to do.” 


The significance of the passage is this: Jesus 
went on to do just that in His public ministry. 
Then just before He ascended to the Father He 
told His disciples that even as the Father had sent 
Him into the world even so were they sent. And 
in the first chapter of Acts we read that what 
Jesus did on earth He began to do and now He 
continues to do it through His followers. In other 
words Jesus announced the program that He came 
to carry out at Nazareth that day, He did carry it 
out all through His life, and now He continues as 
the living Christ to carry it out in every part of 
the earth through His followers whom He has 
sent into the world. Perhaps this Nazareth pro- 
gram should be our program too. 


Scripture Lesson: Luke 4:14-21. 

Jesus announced that God had sent Him to 
preach: 

1. An Impartial Gospel—the Gospel to the poor. 

2. A Liberating Gospel—deliverance to the 
captives, 

3. An Enlightening Gospel—sight to the blind. 

4. A Scriptural Gospel—the year of the Lord’s 
favor as seen in Old Testament prophecy. 

And even so have we been sent for God has 
chosen by the foolishness of preaching to save 
them that believe. (I. Cor. 1:21-25). 


Our job is not to reorganize the community 
and develop the organizations that will. Our big 
job is to preach the Gospel to all men—rich and 
poor, down-and-out and up-and-out—and as we do 
they will be liberated from the power of sin, have 
new insights as old things become new, and will 
begin to serve God in all the relationships of life 
as directed by the Scriptures. Without this trans- 
forming experience all other methods will fail. 
And this is the distinctive responsibility and mes- 
sage of the church. 


Suggestions 

Build your program in such a way as to keep 
in mind the progress of thought during the month. 
On the first Sunday we pointed out that we who 
believe are members of the greatest community 
in the universe, the church of the living God, and 
although you may feel like a minority now, yet 
in every age those who do something for Christ 
are a minority, but a minority that has changed 
the world. So you can do something if you are 
willing to pay the cost and act when you become 
aware of evils. On the second Sunday we looked 
at the principles of conduct that must guide us 
as Christians if we are to stay within our rights 
and not cause people to resent our intrusion. If 
you would do something you must first be sure 
that you are right yourself. And now as we look 
at the Nazareth program we are reminded that 
first and foremost all our doing must root in 
Gospel witness. When our work is grounded in 
Gospel witness we not only correct evils, we also 
make men and women who want to help us correct 
evils. If we neglect a real Gospel witness all 
our doing will only be pouring water in the top 
of the barrel whose bottom is full of big holes. 


If Gospel preaching is the root of all our work 
what can your group do? You might develop 
the thought progress for the month, present the 
Scripture lesson, with a brief message on it, then 
discuss what your group could do. Here are some 
things to jog you up. Summer is here and play- 
grounds are open, maybe you could arrange some: 
playground meetings in which you could help with 
the younger children and conduct Bible classes 
that would be definitely evangelistic’ And there 
is work in your outpost community—teaching, vis- 
iting, helping out wherever needed. What about 
the Negroes in your community? Maybe you could 
get your group to help out in a Bible school for 
Negroes this summer. Gospel work like this does 
much to help prepare the way for more far reach- 
ing improvements in the future. 


Fourth Sunday: God And Caesar. 


Introduction 

We Americans enjoy the freedom of worship 
that comes with a genuine separation of church 
and state, or separation of the spiritual order 
from the secular order; but it looks as if we 
may have to win that freedom all over again 
because the world is filled with statesmen who 
would dominate the church and the church is 
filled with many churchmen who would seek to 
dominate the state. The general tenor of our com- 
munity is set by the secular order. What must be 
the church’s relation to this secular order? 


There was a time when the Church completely 
dominated the secular order. This was during the 
period we call the Middle Ages. The Church ac- 
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complished a great deal and produced some great 
saints, and yet the period was characterized by 
corruption in civic and religious life and the life 
of both clergy and laity was very low. 


At other times the Church has been completely 
dominated by the secular order, and during such 
times the Church was simply the patron of the 
secular culture, faring well when it bestowed its 
blessing and suffering if it dared condemn the 
secular order. 


We are seeing in our own day an effort on the 
part of secular culture in many foreign countries 
to utterly repudiate the Church, and in our own 
country there is a strong tendency to do the same 
thing by complete indifference. 


As we review these we feel that by means of 
separation of church and state the church can best 
do its work, but does this mean that it is to have 
nothing whatever to do with the state? This paral- 
lelism has existed in some countries of Spanish 
culture to the point that it would seem that God 
has kept religion for Himself and given politics 
to man and never the twain shall meet. 


If we are to help our community life just what 
job are we to do as Christians, and what jobs 
must we expect the governing bodies and social 
groups to do? 


Scripture Lesson: Matt. 22:15-22. 


In the days of the Lord Jesus Rome pretty well 
dominated everything, and many of the leaders of 
the Jews wanted to throw off this domination. One 
day one of them sought to trap Jesus by asking 
Him a question that implied that if God rules 
and reigns then we owe allegiance to Him and 
to none other. Jesus asked for a coin and gave 
His answer. His answer is the basis of our idea 
that the two realms must be separate and that 
we owe something to each one. What are the 
responsibilities of these two realms? 


“Render unto Caesar the things that are 
Caesar’s.” It is the duty of the secular order to 
see that equality and justice of opportunity exist 
in any community for every man of the community 
regardless of color, culture or creed. We owe 
the secular order all our help and cooperation 
to maintain this sort of an atmosphere throughout 
the community. 


But what must we do to ‘Render unto God the 
things that are God’s”’? John A. Mackay, presi- 
dent of Princeton Seminary, answers the question 
in a three fold way: 


1. We must maintain a prophetic function. We 
must study and understand the message of the 
Bible until we can know what is wrong with so- 
ciety and the men who compose society and speak 
a clear message of judgment on what is wrong 
and of light that leads in the way everlasting. 


2. We must maintain a regenerative function. 
We must lead the individuals into a saving re- 
lationship with Jesus Christ so that their lives will 
be transformed by power divine. We are not here 
primarily to create a new community, a new world 
order, but we are to “create the creators” of the 
community. 


3. We must maintain a communal function. We 
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must illustrate clearly in our own life within the 
church a true community. 





Suggestions 


Along this line you might look and see what 
chance we have under the present conditions jy 
the church of really fulfilling these functions, 


Can we maintain a prophetic function when sg 
many of our people are ignorant of Bible truth 
and will not participate in Bible study classes? 


Can we maintain a regenerative function when 
we are reaching fewer and fewer people for 
Christ, and increasing numbers had rather get 
things done some other way? 


The Church has failed to really do its job in 
the past because too often it has utterly failed 
to have a real Christian spirit and Christian pro- 
gram. Can we expect to make much headway in 
the future with present indifference and worldi- 
ness on the part of many of our members? 


Let the Church be the church, nothing more and 
nothing Ises, and she will do more toward real 
community than in any other way. 


Suggested Hymns 


You can vary the programs easily for this 
month. Build them around Bible study for the 
passage one Sunday, around a discussion another. 
Maybe work up a dramatic skit on the first one 
about the heroes of faith. Some leader in the 
community might be brought in to lead a dis 
cussion one night. Good hymns to use this month 
are such ones as: 


Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life. 
This Is My Father’s World. 
My Country ’Tis of Thee. 
O Beautiful for Spacious Skies. 
Our God Our Help in Ages Past. 
Lead On O King Eternal. 





<ti, 
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Glasses For Africa 
By Willis Thompson“ 


Writing from one of the missions of our church 
in Africa last year, Dr. Vernon A. Anderson 
asked for discarded eye glasses to be used for 
native Christians. There were a number of lenses 
that had been returned to members of our house- 
hold when new glasses were made, and there were 
some frames that were not used. Supposing that 
other homes had lenses and frames not in use, an 
announcement was made in the pulpit explaining 
that neither lenses nor frames can well be gotten 
at present in the Congo, and that discarded lenses 
can be guaged, classified and fitted to the eyes 
of African workers who need them when sight 
becomes impaired in the work of teaching or evan- 
gelism that mission schools prepare many 
tians to undertake. 


The result of the announcement was surprising. 
Within a week, fifty pairs of lenses came in and 
twenty five frames in excellent condition. 

They were wrapped separately to avoid break- 
age and also to permit the tight packing that is 
necessary for overseas shipments. The post office 
requires the package to be in a box, stro 
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wrapped in heavy paper, tied with strong cord 
and also sealed. For the benefit of those who wish 
to send a similar package, the following steps 
are mentioned. A valuation must be placed on 
the package. The mission asks that the entire 
bundle shall not be rated above ten cents in value, 
as a higher figure calls for payment of tariff 
duties by the Belgian government of the Congo. 
Low valuation can be put on it, as it is not to be 
sold or insured. 


We encountered a knot of postal perplexities, 
as no commercial shipments to the. Congo had 
gone through our local office. The postmaster 
eventually received from Washington what was 
needed for that section of Africa; four tags and 
a sticker. All are used in addition to the return 
address and the receiver’s address printed on the 
wrapper. The tags also call for the adress of an 
alternative person to whom the package is de- 
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livered in case the one to whom it is mailed 
cannot be found. We _ designated the mission 
authorities in case Dr. Anderson vanished. 


The forms sent from Washington are two tags: 
Form No. 2966; one tag, Form No. 2972; one 
tag, Form No. 2922; and a sticker for the Belgian 
Congo. A postmaster will probably be glad to get 
these figures. The address to which the glasses 
go is: The Rev. Vernon A. Anderson, Ph.D.; 
Bibanga, Presbyterian Mission, Luputa, Congo 
Belge, Africa. 


People were glad to know their optical equip- 
ment, which was of no use to them, but was too 
good to be thrown away, could be put to valuable 
work that is specially attractive to Christians. 


*Hilton Village, Va. 





Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 





WHEN AND WHERE TO SEND 1945 
BIRTHDAY OFFERING 


By June 5: Local Treasurer send to Presbyte- 
rial Treasurer. 


By June 10: Presbyterial Treasurer send to 
Synodical Treasurer. 


By June 15: Synodical Treasurer send to Miss 
Mary S. Quidor, Treasurer, Committee on 
Woman’s Work, Henry Grady Building, At- 
lanta 3, Ga. 











Church Woman’s Calendar 
May 1945 


May 4: Fellowship Day sponsored by Local Council 
of Church Women, with emphasis on the local 
community. 


May 6-13: Christian Family Week, starting with 
Children’s Foreign Mission Day and closing with 
Defense Service Appeal. 


May: Circle Meeting Topic, “Say So.” Why Con- 
cern Myself? 


May: Auxiliary Birthday Meeting. 


May 24: Special Prayer for General Assembly con- 
vening at Montreat at 7:30 P.M. 


Birthday Greetings 
1945 


Our Lord has given no one of us an exemption 
from obeying His last command, “Go. ye into all 
€ world and preach the gospel to every creature.” 
Therefore, at this Birthday Season of our Aux- 
lary, we women welcome an opportunity of join- 
ing with thousands of other women throughout 


our church in a special] response to this command. 


The usual amount given by each is small at 
this time, but that amount multiplied by so many 
results in a large total, and so the work at home 
and even to the uttermost parts of the earth goes 
forward. 


This Birthday celebration is another wonderful 
plan given to us by our first secretary, Mrs. Wins- 
borough, stressing the importance of “every wom- 
an of the church giving at least one penny for 
each year of her life.” We give thanks for this 
plan, having seen the wisdom of it in the fruitage 
of the years. 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal sends Happy 
Greetings to all Auxiliaries observing the occasion. 
We believe the message below, written by Mrs. 
William Rule, III*, whose life is dedicated to 
Africa, will bring us close to the object of this 
Birthday Offering. —L.S.F. 


Our Congo Mission is on the verge of a new 
and greater day. It is now the plan to expand 
the work on every hand through several small new 
stations or evangelistic centers. These will be 
placed at intervals between the large stations al- 
ready established, and used as headquarters for 
evangelistic missionaries. 


This plan has been carried out in part and 
proved very successful. Our three small stations— 
Kasha, Mboi and Moma—have: all been founded 
within the last ten years. The missionaries located 
at these stations do as much itinerating as pos- 
sible and at the same time run local schools and 
dispensaries. Villages are being reached in this 
manner that, in many cases, had never seen a 
missionary from the larger stations which had 
been previously responsible for them. We feel 
that a concentrated program such as this will 
help us and our large native Church to reach the 
many unreached villages right in our midst for 
whom we alone are responsible. 


The Birthday offering of our Womans’ Aux- 
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iliary this year, is to take care of a number of 
different things on the already established sta- 
tions, thus getting behind us some most urgent 
needs so that we can push out sooner to these 
sorely needed small stations. You are helping us 
to print more literature—books and pamphlets 
which are not now in the native language. There 
is a great need for a substantial church building 
at Mboi and both Moma and Mboi will have to 
have more adequate buildings to take care of the 
medical work. Moma has a number of “musts” in 
her building program and several of the large 
stations need water systems more modern and 
— than the “bucket to back” method now 
used. 


At a time when whole sections are opening up 
to us and begging us to send native preachers and 
teachers, which are too few to fill the needs, it is 
wonderful to know that the women of our Church 
at home are being used as God’s instruments to 
help meet the demands of His work. 


*Mrs. William Rule with her husband, Dr. Wil- 
liam Rule, III, is from Lubondai Station and is on 


furlough. Their two young children are with 
them. 


—— 
—- 


Faith In God In The 
Midst Of War 


On February 6, General Douglas MacArthur 
issued a general order requesting that divine 
services be held throughout his sea, land and air 
command that day, as his liberating troops in 
Manila continued their dangerous job of digging 
and blasting Japanese out of the city. In request- 
ing the divine services, General MacArthur told 
his troops: “You will shortly complete the libera- 
tion of the Philippines. You have redeemed a 
Country’s pledge to recapture its lost land. You 
have inflicted the greatest military defeat in its 
history on your enemy. You are restoring to 
the East its destiny. You have fulfilled the sacred 
mission for our hallowed dead. For all this, we 
have to thank God.” 





A member of a bomber crew having completed 
his fiftieth mission, wrote to his mother: “I know 
I wouldn’t have made it if it wasn’t for the Al- 
mighty. I especially realized that on my last 
mission. So I have very much to be thankful to 
God for. One of my crew members mentioned it 
to me when he landed. He said, ‘Others may say 
what they want, but I think prayer was the best 
protection we had.’ ” 


* * * * 


“The other day a soldier approached me, told 
me that his friend had died in his arms at the 
front that morning at sunrise. The dying man had 
given him a little Testament from the shirt- 
pocket over his heart, and had said, ‘If you ever 
run into the chaplain who wrote in this Bible 
when he gave it to me back on the beach in June, 
tell him that I have read it through almost three 
times and that I found that what he wrote here is 


true.” What I had written on the flyleaf was: 
‘Simple childlike faith in Almighty God will keep 
a man steady under fire, soldier. And prayerfy| 
reading of this Book will lead a man to that vic. 
torious faith.’ The soldier who brought me the 
message added: ‘I never saw a man live and die 
as my buddy died this morning. Please write some. 
thing for me here below where you wrote for him. 


I have already begun to read this Book, Chap. 
lain.’ ” 


Just a few miles down the Burma Road from 
their headquarters in Southwest China, a group 
of American soldiers has taken under their wing 
a small Chinese school for blind girls. These 
thirty-seven Chinese girls have been bombed out 
of their homes and were blinded by shrapnel or 
sicknesses in this war-torn country. This school js 
a mission institution and must depend on friends 
for its support. A first sergeant became interested 
in the school, and with the help of the chaplain, 
got a few of the other non-coms together to see 
what could be done to help. First they began to 
sell the small items the children made,—little 
shoes, small dolls, knitted scarves, and even sweat- 
ers gained a rapid sale in the company dayroom 
as souvenirs. Soon these soldiers decided to adopt 
one of the children, and pay all her expenses. As 
soon as word spread through tents and barracks, 
other non-coms and enlisted men offered their 
help, and contributions began to pour in. Within 
a short time 43,000 Chinese dollars had been col- 
lected and with it, part of the infrequent rations 
of sweets that the men buy once each month in 
their post exchange. A keen interest is maintained 
to see that these children get the very best. 

—Excerpts from Circular letter from Office 
of Chief of Chaplains (Army). 


* * * * 


*May 13, Defense Service Council Appeal, 
offers opportunity to our Church to give generous 
ly that our own chaplains may minister to men 
and women in service. 


*One chaplain reported as follows: “Three 
months ago I gave Private ___, Filipino-Ameri- 
can, a copy of the Bible. This month I received 
a letter from him which said in part, ‘I have 
gained much from reading the Word of God, and 
as an evidence of this fact, I am sending you 4 
copy of a tract I have written myself. May God 
bless us all.’ Enclosed was a printed tract en- 
titled, Being a Christian.” 


Another chaplain has said that the returning 
service man will say, “We literally discovered that 
foreign missions is not a one-way street. 


“We discovered the Church ably represented by 
a conscientious, self-sacrificing chaplain who Was 
at our elbows regardless of time, mud, dust, oF 
enemy fire. We will remember that when we gt 
back home.” 


“We discovered that the shortest service oD 
record is the little ‘Prayer after briefing’ -just 
before the mission takes off. A service of but sec 
onds in duration, but probably the most important 
service we ever attended. For many of us it wes 
the last.” : : . = 
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Mr. Rockefeller’s Speech 


(“The Christian Church—What Of Its Future?”) 
By Tom Glasgow’ 


Have you read Mr. Rockefeller’s speech, de- 
jivered Jan. 31, 1945 before the “Protestant 
Council of the City of New York”, published and 
distributed by that Council and the “Federal 
Council of Churches of Christ in America,” and 
reproduced (accurately and almost in full) in 
the April issue of the Readers Digest? 


Its worth reading. It was evidently written by 
an earnest man and, I believe, a good man. Few 
men who inherit such great wealth, as did John 
D. Rockefeller, Jr., have had the earnest, humani- 
tarian and publicly sincere religious concepts and 
attitude as has Mr. Rockefeller, Jr. These facts 
alone make the speech worth reading. 


But beyond this, the speech very ably sets 
forth a current and growing opinion in American 
Religious circles, including many of the Federal 
Council leaders. This religious philosophy has 
been accepted by so many and come to such 
strength that it cannot be ignored by any person 
thoughtfully concerned about the religious trends 
of the day. 


One should read the speech carefully and with 
discerning thought. There is much therein that is 
both fine and good. There seems to me also -to 
be much that is essentially dangerous. It is a plea 
for “Unity”, but the price paid therefor would 
appear to compromise—if not overlook!—the Cross 
of Jesus Christ as an absolute essential! Mr. 
Rockefeller speaks well and ably for his “Reborn 
Church.” He makes no mention of the Cross as 
an essential therein. 


I would not here dwell upon the good phases 
of this address, they are both many and obvious. 
The address is primarily to Protestant Chris- 
tendom. With Mr. Rockefeller, all thoughtful and 
sincere Christians want co-operation between de- 
nominations; all are concerned about the growing 
lack of power snd influence in the Christian 
Church; all are truly grateful for the sacrifice of 
our men in the Armed Forces—I say, all thought- 
ful Christians long for these and other true ob- 
jectives set forth in Mr. Rockefeller’s address. 


Thoughtfully considering this able address, one 
question arises: “What think ye of Christ— 
Whose son is He?” “Mr. Rockefeller, what do you 
think of the state of mankind->is he really and 
eternally “Lost,” apart from a saving faith in Jesus 
Christ? Is he saved by the Faith or by the good 
works and thoughts that you earnestly and sin- 
cerely want him to develop? Is “Sin” destructive, 
degrading And eternally damning outside of the 
Vicarous suffering and sacrifice by the Master on 
the Cross?” When I read the address, these points 
are not clear. Phrases in the address may be taken 
to mean al] that we would have them mean—but 
18 this the intended meaning of Mr. Rockefeller? 
I don’t know!! In the light of the whole address 
and the views previously declared by this good 
man I don’t think that he intends the meaning 


Which such phrases have meant in historic Pro- 
testanism. 


Mr. Rockefeller in his address decries “ordi- 
nancies, ritual and creed.” Passing over “ordi- 
nancies” and “Ritual’’, which are not developed 
in the speech, Mr. Rockefeller overlooks the fact 
that “Religion” of itself, per se, inescapably im- 
plies a “Creed”! With the Presbyterian it is “Cal- 
vinism”; with the Methodist it is “Arminianism”; 
with the Catholic it is “Catholicism.” If Mr. Rocke- 
feller wants a church without any creed, then the 
philosophy immediately becomes its Creed! I am 
by no means sure that he wants such a Church. 
We wish, however, that he had made this clear. 


“What think ye of Christ—whose son is he?”— 
Concluding his address, Mr. Rockefeller portrays 
the Protestant, Catholic and Jewish Chaplains in 
the tragic sinking of the transport “Dorchester.” 
No man worthy of the respect of a living soul 
would detract from the simple grandeur of their 
sacrifice! But has this incident any place in a 
“Christian” debate? We assume these chaplains 
were faithful to their respective beliefs. If they 
were, then does Mr. Rockfeller ask that they be 
placed in the same category? They themselves 
would not request that we do so. A sincere Jew 
can have no “Religious” fellowship with a sincere 
Protestant or a sincere Catholic. They can and 
should have mutual consideration and _ respect. 
They can and should have courteous and gentle- 
manly relations. But “Religious” fellowship—Mr. 
Rockefeller, How Can They? The Protestant and 
Catholic find in Christ the very and eternal Son 
of God—Deity  itself—Divine—the vicarious 
Saviour of mankind. The devout Jew has no such 
concept! “United in the service of their common 
Lord”—do you mean “God the Father,” or is that 
“Creed”? If common God this, at best, is little 
more than a half or seeming truth. (I speak here 
sincerely—not in sarcasm.) The Bible reveals no 
“common Lord” in God the Father apart from the 
redeeming salvation of Christ the Son. This brave, 
splendid Chaplain had nothing in common with his 
heroic comrades in their cardinal and essential 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and without Him, 
— or Catholic “Chaplaincy” is a mis- 
nomer 


There is no source of knowledge or information 
regarding the Christian Religion except that given 
by revelation in the Holy Scriptures. The words of 
the Master as found in this only source of Chris- 
tian knowledge and belief are as narrow as a 
razors edge! “I am THE way”; “No man cometh 
to the Father but by me”; and from the Apostle 
Paul:—“There is no other name, under heaven, 
given among men, whereby ye may be saved.” It’s 
just—that—narrow! Like it or not, that is what 
the only source of Christian philosophy—The Holy 
Scriptures—says! 


I like Mr. Rockefeller. I like the over-all ob- 
jectives of his speech—a courteous and tolerant 
Christian attitude and demeanor, supported ty 
truly Christian living. But, “courteous tolerance” 
and “co-equal cooperation” are entirely different 
things! Throughout the speech there seems to be 
a very deadly and subtle influence that men, with- 
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out the redemptive grace of Salvation through 
the atoning blood of the Lord Jesus Christ can 
be truly Christian. The Bible, our only authority 
for historic Christianity, does not say or imply 
this. Mr. Rockefeller would seem to declare a 
potential all-inclusive benevolent harmony which 
The Master and The Book neither declare nor sus- 
tain. This same theme will be found in “Rethinking 
Missions”—a book and movement which disturbed 
the Church some years back and which I believe 
was also approved and “financially fathered” by 
this great layman. 


I repeat—I like Mr. Rockefeller. I believe he is 
a sincere man and a good man. In this modern 
problem of growing discord confronting historic 
Protestanism, I think he is wrong—So Dangerous- 
ly wrong! 


Henry R. Luce (April 2nd) in a thoughtful edi- 
torial entitled, “Christianity and. Creeds,” com- 





menting on and differing with Mr. Rockefeller’, 
address declares:—‘‘And one may fairly ask him 
(Mr. Rockefeller) and all modern unity seekers 
whether the multiplicity of sects is the rea] 2memy 
of religion today. * * * What does the Church be. 
lieve? * * * What is its definition of “sin” ang 
“righteousness”? Why Christ’s gospel rather than 
Mohammed’s and by whose light is that gospel 
read? *** Not good-will alone, but hard thought 
and creative theology will some day end the 
scandal of divided Christendom. Instead of a new 
public monument to “An Unknown God” we need 
to know God better and to understand why we 
worship Him at all.” 


Me thinks Mr. Luce is nearer the solution of 
our problem than Mr. Rockefeller! 


*Elder, Charlotte, N. C. 





Is The Federal Council Evangelical? 


By Rev. Robert L. Vining 


In the January 3, 1945 issue of the Christian 
Observer there is a report on the Biennial meet- 
ing of the Federal Council of Churches. The 
report was written by the Rev. Dr. John M. 
Alexander, one of the distinguished representa- 
tives of our church who attended that biennial 
meeting in Pittsburgh on November 28-30, 1944. 
In so far as Dr. Alexander’s report is factual, 
we welcome it for it contains much illuminating 
information. In so far as it is interpretative we 
find ourselves in essential disagreement with it. 


In particular, we beg leave to register a vigor- 
ous dissent when he asserts: “The first (fact) 
is that the Federal Council is not dominated by 
‘Modernists,’ or by ‘Unitarians,’ but is thoroughly 
evangelistic and evangelical.” We firmly believe 
that the preponderance of the evidence shows 
that the Federal Council is definitely unevan- 
gelical. 


Is The Federal Council Evangelistic? 


Dr. Alexander states, “It is worthy of note 
that the largest single appropriation in the budget 
of the Federal Council is, and has been during 
many years, for the Department of Evangelism.” 


The 1943 Annual Report of the Federal Council 
shows that of the total expenses of the Normal 
Budget of $320,430.88 about one-fifth went to 
the Department of Evangelism, the figure being 
$63,877.44. On the surface, this proportion for 
evangelism appears to be extremely gratifying. 


The all-important question however is, ‘What 
is the nature of this evangelism which the Federal 
Council of Churches is promoting? Is it the “old- 
time religion”? Scarcely so. Dr. John A. Hutchi- 
son’s “We Are Not Divided” is a study of the 
Federa] Council which is sympathetic to its view- 
point. Commenting on the Council’s work in evan- 
gelism, Dr. Hutchison says: “The result has been 
the emergence on the American scene of a type 
of evangelism significantly different from the 
traditional pattern which has ruled American re- 


ligious thought and life since the Great Awaken- 
ing. It may perhaps be said that evangelism in the 
history of American Christianity has been some 
thing of a wild beast which periodically aroused, 
has jumped ecclesiastical fences to roam loose, 
and not infrequently has turned upon its keepers 
to rend and destroy. Thus especially since the rise 
of liberalism there has grown up a deep-rooted 
suspicion of the beast. The effort of the Council 
has been on the one hand to domesticate the wild 
beast and on the other hand to convince the 
churches that it was no longer wild or dangerous; 
that in fact it had become a draft horse capable 
of doing useful and powerful service for the 
church” (pp. 27lf.). 


Dr. Jesse Bader, the executive secretary of the 
Department of Evangelism in the Federal Council 
has edited a book, “The Message and Method of 
the New Evangelism,” which book is an outgrowth 
of one of the National Preaching Missions. We 
hold that the title of the book is significant. It is 
the “New Evangelism.” In this book there is little 
concerning the depravity of man or the need for 
regeneration. There is nothing concerning God's 
wrath, nothing concerning Christ as a_ sacrifice 
to satisfy divine justice. There is an absence of 
— on the substitutionary atonement of 

rist. 


Two of the chapters in the book having to do 
with the “Method” of evangelism are by con- 
servatives, and are good. We wish they had been 
chosen to write on the “Message” of evangelism. 


One writer in the book says, “To appeal to this 
generation to repent of individual sin is to get 
but feeble response” (p. 236). 


Another writer represents “Supernaturalism” 4 
equivalent to “‘Fanaticism” (p. 97). 


A third writer in the book declares: “Deciding 
for Jesus in the abstract on a given day 1s not 
evangelism. It does not appeal to intelligent youné 
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people, and it usually amounts to nothing more 
than joining the church . . . Evangelism is the 
task of guiding people in a series of life decisions 
that will lead to a growing purpose to live the 
way of Jesus in all the experiences of life. I do 
believe, of course, in the initia] decision. There 
ought to be a time in the life of a young per- 
son when he decides on the direction of his life. 
Will he be bound by selfishness? Or will he 
share? Will he seek the will of God? Or will 
he try the plan of self-sufficiency? Will he seek 
God’s guidance? Or will he resort to his own 
insight? Who is to command him? To whom will 
he give his love and devotion? What are to be 
the raw materials of his philosophy of life? As 
he seeks to answer those questions, where will he 
stand in relation to Jesus Christ? Are His life 
and teachings the best for him to follow? Do 
they represent the highest ideals?” (pp. 183f.). 


In other words, the writer in question is teach- 
ing that salvation comes through following the 
example and the teaching of Christ. But the 
unsaved person is unable to follow the example, 
and obey the teaching, of Christ. The Bible 
teaches that salvation is ours when we accept the 
Lord Jesus Christ as our Saviour from sin. It 
is only after we have taken this first and all- 
important step that we should endeavor, with 
— help, to walk in the steps of the Lord 
esus. 


It is indeed a “New Evangelism” that the 
—s Council presents, not the “old-time re- 
igion. 


The “New Evangelism” is much interested in 
promoting the social gospel. There are passages 
in the book pertaining to war and peace, to labor 
and industry, to our economic order. 


In the book we find repeated emphasis on 
pacifism. For instance, Dr. E. Stanley Jones 
wrote (in the mid-1930’s), p. 10, “Fear controls 
and we continue to pile up armament upon arma- 
ment. We are forced to be preparedewith arma- 
ments. There never was a greater folly.” 


The proponents of the social gospel are hostile 
to our capitalistic system. Another writer in 
“The Message and Method of the New Evangel- 
ism” denounces “our acquisitive system” with its 
ever-increasing unemployment, starvation wages, 
wrecked lives, growing and menacing social un- 
rest” (p. 105). 


The pastor of the Labor Temple strongly de- 
nounces “labor spies’ and unfair treatment meted 
out to people on a “picket line” (p. 133). Granted 
that in earlier years labor frequently received 
a raw deal, the fact remains that it is some- 
what surprising to find such a topic discussed in 
a book on evangelism. But we forget. This is the 
Federal Council’s “New Evangelism.” 


Time magazine, in its issue of April 14, 1941, 
teferred to the Federal Council’s 1941 National 
Christian Mission. “Protestantism’s most ambitious 
venture in mass evangelism was weighed and 
found wanting last week in most of the 22 cities 
visited by this winter’s National Christian Mission. 
It had given the already faithful a notable stir- 
ring-up, but as a program for ‘reaching the un- 
reached’ it had barely scratched the surface. With 
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70,000,000 Americans still outside any church, 
the best figure the Mission could claim was 50,000 
new members added to the 40,000,000 already 
within the Protestant fold—a gain of one-eighth 
of 1 percent, or about 1 percent of the Protestant 
church membership of the cities visited. 


“If the Mission failed, it was not for lack of 
effort. America’s most famous foreign missionary 
came all the way from India to lead the drive— 
Dr. E. Stanley Jones, author of The Christ Of 
The Indian Road. One hundred ninety-two volun- 
teer speakers (including 15 bishops, 102 pastors, 
33 educators) travelled a million miles to address 
6,160 meetings attended by 2,335,880 persons. 
Newspapers gave over a thousand columns of 
free publicity. Radio stations contributed 403 free 
broadcasts. High schools assembled hundreds of 
thousands of youngsters for special auditorium 
rallies. Unions opened their labor temples. Ki- 
wanis, Rotary and Lions held Mission luncheons. 
Prison wards mustered convicts from their cells. 
And thousands of church workers rang over 100,- 
000 door-bells in a great inter-denominational 
drive to bring in the converts.” 


The editor of Time incidentally is a good friend 
of the Federal Council. No, the “New Evangelism” 
of the Federal Council with its emphasis on the 
social gospel and its inadequate and, at times, 
utterly false, proclamation of the gospel, fails. 
It still takes the “old-time religion” to bring in 
genuine conversions. 


Is The Federal Council Evangelical? 

Dr. Alexander maintains that the Federal Coun- 
cil is “thoroughly evangelical” because the appli- 
cation of the Universalists for membership in the 
Council was rejected at the recent biennial meet- 
ing. Dr. Alexander urges that the application of 
the Universalists was rejected because there was 
a strong suspicion that the Universalists, like the 
Unitarians, do not believe in the deity of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 


Now, certainly, some of the delegates present 
voted against the receiving of the Universalists 
into membership of the Federal Council on doc- 
trinal grounds. However, as Dr. Alexander fails 
to point out, there are two comparatively new 
organizations which have come into existence to 
challenge the right of the Federal Council to be 
the spokesman for Protestantism in the U.S.A. 
These two organizations, while still small, are 
closely scrutinizing the actions of the Federal 
Council. Certainly, if the Federal Council had 
received the Universalists into its fold, at least 
one of these newer organizations would have pro- 
claimed from the housetops that here was still 
another evidence of the doctrinal unfaithfulness 
of the Federal Council. Under the circumstances 
it seemed to some delegates the better part of 
wisdom not to vote for the Universalists. Hence, 
we believe that the motives of those voting against 
the Universalists were mixed, some voting against 
them from doctrinal reasons and some for reasons 
of policy. 


He would be a bold man indeed who would say 
that there is no Unitarianism in the Federal Coun- 
cil, or else one lamentably uninformed. Has not 
Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick been the leading radio 
preacher of the Federal Council over a long period 
of years? And Dr. Walter A. Maier of Lutheran 








Hour fame has well said that Dr. Fosdick is “the 
high priest of Modernism—a man who has denied 
every statement in the Apostles Creed, starting 
with the statement that God made us and ending 
with the resurrection of the body” (Sunday School 
Times, Oct. 15, 1938). And Dr. Fosdick is only 
one of several highly placed leaders in the Fed- 
eral Council coterie of the past and present who 
are more or less Unitarian in their theology. 


Moreover, the Federal Council co-operates at 
least indirectly with the Unitarians. 


The Federal Council’s Commission to Study the 
Bases of a Just and Durable Peace held a National 
Study Conference on the Churches and a Just 
and Durable Peace at Ohio Wesleyan University, 
Delaware, Ohio, March 3-5, 1942. Among the dele- 
gates present were Unitarians and Universalists. 


Some years ago Dr. Walter Van Kirk, Secre- 
tary of the Department of International Justice 
and Goodwill in the Federal Council, wrote “Re- 
ligion Renounces War,” a handbook of pacifistic 
pronouncements and views. The index to the book 
reveals that the American Unitarian Association 
is quoted eight times, indeed quoted more fre- 
quently than most of the larger denominations. 


The General Commission on Army and Navy 
Chaplains was organized in 1917 on the initiative 
of the Federal Council. While the General Com- 
mission is not officially a part of the Federal 
Council, yet the Federal Council has given it so 
much support and cooperation that it could hardly 
have continued to function during the years 
between wars without that help. In 1943 the Fed- 
eral Council contributed to the General Com- 
mission on Army and Navy Chaplains $23,906.72. 
Among the constituent denominations of the Gen- 
eral Commission are the Unitarian and the Uni- 
versalist. 


The United Church Canvass is a fairly recent 
project of the Federal Council. The promotional 
material sent out in 1942 emphasized the success 
of the every member canvass conducted in New- 
ton, Massachusetts. The literature shows that 
among the co-operating churches were two Uni- 
tarian churches, also a Swedenborgian. 


Is The Federal Council Anti-Catholic? 


In his report Dr. Alexander calls attention 
to the fact that the Federal Council has protested 
against the demand of the Roman Catholic hier- 
archy that Protestant missionaries be withdrawn 
from Hispanic America, and also that the Federal 
Council is firmly opposed to the establishment of 
diplomatic relations between the United States 
and the Vatican. We, of course, are at one with 
the Federal Council in such pronouncements. 


It is doubtful, however, if many people realize 
how closely the Federal Council is working with 
Catholics, both Eastern and Roman. 


Dr. Alexander alludes indeed to the friendliness 
of the Greek Orthodox Churches to the Protestant 
Churches, and to the fact that the Russian Ortho- 
dox Church was received into the membership of 
the Federal Council at. this biennial meeting, 
and he rejoices in that fact. We wonder if all of 
our laymen are aware of the fact that the Greek 
Orthodox and the Russian Orthodox Churches are 
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Eastern Catholic churches. These Eastern Catholic 
Churches are quite similar to the Roman Catholic 
Church, the chief difference being that they ‘d 
not recognize the primacy of the Pope. At the 
1942 biennial meeting of the Federal Council one 
of the Eastern Catholic delegates led the Federa] 
— in prayers to the saints and to the Virgin 
ary. 


The Federal Council of Churches is no longer 
a strictly Protestant organization. In 1938 ‘the 
Syrian Antiochian Orthodox Church was received 
into the Federal Council by unanimous vote; in 
1942 the Ukrainian Orthodox Church was received; 
and now in 1944, the Russian Orthodox Church, 
So three Eastern Catholic bodies are now in- 
cluded in the membership of the Federal Council, 


Moreover, while the Federal Council has pro. 
tested certain, political activities of the Roman 
Catholic Church it has been working with Roman 
Catholics in the realms of economics and peace. 
As far back as 1923 the Federal Council of 
Churches joined with the National Catholic Wel- 
fare Council and a Jewish agency to advocate the 
total elimination of the twelve hour day. The 
literature of the Industrial Division of the Fed- 
eral Council of Churches has magnified the Inter- 
faith Conference on Unemployment, held in Wash- 
ington, D. C. on June 4-6, 1940. It was convened 
by the Industrial Division of the Federal Council 
of Churches, the Social Department of the Nation- 
al Catholic Welfare Conference, and the Social 
Justice Commission of the General Conference of 
American Rabbis. The 1942 Biennial Report of 
the Federal Council reports the first American 
tour of cooperatives in 1941, which tour was spon- 
sored by the Federal Council’s Committee on the 
Church and Cooperatives and by national Catholic 
and Jewish organizations. When in 1943 the Presi- 
dent’s Fair Employment Practice Committee 
seemed to be on the way out, the Secretary of 
the Department of Race Relations and the Secre- 
tary of the Federal Council’s Industrial Division 
acted vigorously in favor of continuation of the 
Committee.’ A special delegation headed by the 
Federal Council’s General Secretary and including 
representatives from the National Catholic Wel- 
fare Conference, the Central Conference of Ameri- 
can Rabbis and the Fraternal Council of Negro 
Churches, conferred with the chairman of the 
War Manpower Commission, and received assur- 
ances the F.E.P.C. would be continued. 


Dr. Alexander calls attention to the progress 
of the: organization of the World Council of 
Churches. Eighty-five church bodies from twenty- 
eight countries have signified their intention to 
become members of the World Council. In this 
country the Federal Council is promoting 
World Council with all possible zeal. Dr. Henry 
Smith Leiper is the American secretary. How 
many of our laymen and ministers know that the 
constitution of the World Council of Churches 
is so drawn that the Roman Catholic Church may 
also be admitted, if it so desires? 


Dr. Henry Smith Leiper in his book, “World 
Chaos Or World Christianity,” reports on_ the 
ecumenical conferences held at Oxford and Edin 
burgh in the summer of 1937. Dr. Leiper reports 
that the Archbishop of York, referring to the 
World. Council of Churches, “affirmed explicitly 
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that the couneil should not be thought of as anti- 
Roman. The great Roman Church, he said, would 
have been warmly welcomed had its leaders seen 
fit to associate it with the non-Roman churches 
in this time of great emergency for the Christian 
faith as a whole. They would be warmly welcomed 
if at any time in the future they saw their way to 
cooperating in advancing the work of Christ in 
the world” (p. 164). 


The Federal Council has, to be sure, protested 
against “clericalism.” On the other hand, it has 
received three Eastern Catholic bodies into its 
membership, co-operates with Roman Catholics in 
matters of economics and peace, promotes a World 
Council of Churches so constituted that it is open 
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to the Roman Catholics to join if they so desire. 
Conclusion 


Inasmuch as the Federal Council of Churches is 
busy promoting a “New Evangelism,” inasmuch as 
it co-operates in a limited measure with Uni- 
tarians, inasmuch as it co-operates in certain 
realms with Roman Catholics and holds fellowship 
with Eastern Catholics, we do not believe it to 
be “evangelical.” On the contrary, on the basis of 
the above presentation, and on the basis of 
voluminous evidence of its Modernism,—to which 
we have barely alluded in this article—it is our 
conviction that the Federal Council is definitely 
unevangelical. 





Theology In The Book Of Revelation 


By Rev. J. Allen Cabaniss, Ph.D. 


The last book of the Bible is appropriately a 
neat but colorful summary of much of the theology 
of the preceding books. This can be briefly indi- 
cated by noting two phases of its teaching, name- 
ly, the portrait of Jesus Christ which it presents, 
and the concept of the Church which it contains. 


I 
The doctrine of the Revelation concerning Christ 
may be subsumed under three heads: His Person, 
His work, and His triumph. 


His Person. 


He is fully God. He shares the eternity of the 
Godhead, or as the Revelator says, He is “Alpha 
and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first 
and the last” (22:13). There never was a time 
when He was not, there never shall be a time when 
He will not be, and even now He is (1:8). Jesus 
also shares the omnipotence of the Deity, for He 
is identified as the instrumentality of creation 
(3:14), “the Almighty” (1:8), more powerful 
than all the princes of earth, (1:5), and Master 
not only of the world of the living, but also of 
death itself and all those dwelling in the place of 
departed spirits (1:18). He is the confirmation of 

the promises of God, the Amen, Who verifies 
the solemn covenants of the Eternal (3:14). As 
true God, He receives the worship of redeemed 
creation, is indeed the Object of the adoration of 
angels, saints, martyrs, and all the innumerable 
multitudes of living and dead (5:8-14; 7:9-12). 
1¢ is also the priest or celebrant of the celestial 
liturgy (1:13); but He is even more, He is the 
Temple itself, the very house of Divine worship, as 
well as the ever-burning sanctuary lamp, or radi- 
ant star, which outshines all other lights in the 
glorious City of God (21:22f. 22:16). 


Jesus Christ is however fully man, “the Son 
of Man” (1:13; 14:14), a scion of the Davidic 
line, a descendant of the royal house of Judah 
(5:5; 22:16). The account of His birth coincides 
with the Church’s faith that He was virgin-born, 
although the Revelator does not specifically so 
state (12:1-5). There is no indication of human 
paternity, and the description of the mother, star- 
‘crowned, sun-clothed, moon-borne, clearly implies 
& Miraculous birth. The attendant circumstances, 
the red dragon seeking to destroy the new-born 


babe and the woman’s flight into the wilderness, 
seem to be a mystical recounting of the story of 
Herod’s brutal slaughter of the innocents of Beth- 
lehem and the Holy Family’s retirement into the 
land of Egypt. Further evidence of the author’s 
belief in the humanity of Jesus lies in his stress 
on the fact that He had once died (1:5,18). 


The marvelous description in the first chapter 
epitomizes both His Deity and His humanity (1:13- 
16), for it is a picture of a veritable man, with 
hair, eyes, feet, mouth, hands, and feet. Yet each 
part of the body has Divine signification. The snow- 
white hair connotes perfect wisdom; the flashing 
eyes, the penetration of the innermost secrets of 
the hearts and minds of men; the brazen feet, the 
crushing power of the Enemy of Satan; the voice 
like the sound of the roaring sea, absolute au- 
thority; and the face dazzling as the noon-day sun, 
ineffable light—a wonderful portrayal of Divine 
and human natures united in one Person. 


His Work. 


Of Christ’s work the language of the 
Revelation is equally impressive. It centers about 
His atoning death for sinful men. Out of infinite 
love for His chosen mortals, He cleansed them 
from their faults by shedding His blood (1:5). He 
is the sacrificial Lamb offered before all time as 
the propitiation for human sinfulness (5:6; 13:8). 
Even now He separates the good and bad of man- 
kind by His Word, as with a sword (1:16). Those 
who have witnessed for the Faith by their death 
He gently leads as a Good Shepherd to the waters 
of life, wipes away from their eyes the tears of 
suffering and sorrow, and dwells with them for 
ever (7:14-17), because He Himself is the proto- 
type of all faithful martyrs (1:5; 3:14). 


His chief concern is for His Church. It is a 
royal priesthood which He has established (1:6), 
which He lovingly holds within the protection of 
His strong right hand (1:16). He Himself dwells 
in the midst of it, not elsewhere; and it does not 
exist apart from Him (1:13). The picture of Him 
with long flowing vestment girt high about his 
breasts with a golden cincture is a picture of Him 
as a royal high-priest ever ready for liturgical 
action (1:13). 
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His Triumph 


His triumph might well be considered as part 
of His work. It begins with His resurrection first 
of all mankind from the dead (1:5), continues 
with His session at the right hand of the Father 
(7:15), and will be consummated in His visible 
return on clouds of glory (1:7). On that great 
Day of Wrath He will open the seals of judgment 
(6:1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 12), vindicating and rewarding 
the good (21:7; 22:12-14), handing over the evil 
to eternal damnation (21:8; 22:15), and renew- 
ing all things (21:5). 


Jesus is described as a mighty Conqueror re- 
turning from the scenes of His victories, followed 
by His legions (19:11-14). All the rulers of earth 
will submit to His authority (1:5; 19:16), and 
will enrich His Kingdom with glorious and honor- 
able gifts characteristic of each nation (21:24,26). 
And Jesus and His redeemed will reign for ever 
(22:5). 


II. 


The doctrine of the Church in the Book of Rev- 
elation is especially fruitful and interesting. This 
will be briefly treated in five divisions: the na- 
ture of the Church, the work of the Church, the 
Church’s visible life, the Church and its enemies, 
and the Church and its friends. 


The Nature Of The Church 


The Church is a supernatural institution, of 
and from God. Under the figure of a holy city, 
New Jerusalem, the author sees it come down 
“from God out of heaven” (21:2,10), “having 
the glory of God” (21:11). It is the very taber- 
nacle of the Most High, where He dwells with 
men (21:3), the throne-room of the Eternal, from 
which He rules His world (22:3). Described as a 
cube, the Church is ideally perfect (21:16). Christ 
is the center of His Church (1:13; 5:6). He speaks 
to mortals only through it and can be heard by 
them only in it (1:12). 


The Church is both human and Divine. The 
number assigned to it in the Revelation is twelve, 
the product of four (the earthly number) multi- 
plied (that is, influenced), by three (the heavenly 
number), (21:12,21, and elsewhere). In addition 
to having the glory of God, it also has the glory 
and honor of the nations (21:26). Its beauty is 
the righteous conduct of its saints (19:8), as well 
as the light of God (21:23), 





The Work Of The Church 


The primary function of the Church is to give 
Christ to the world. The wondrous woman of the 
twelfth chapter who brings forth a man-child is 
undoubtedly a symbolic representation of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary who gave Christ to the world, 
but she is also typical of the Church fulfilling its 
duty. The-Church is the only institution which can 
bring Christ to the peoples and nations of earth. 
It alone is equipped and commissioned for that 
purpose. 


By pointing to Christ and His merits the Church 
through its official representatives can be the 
channel of comfort and grace (5:5). But the 
Church also has the authority to point to the re- 


deemed as examples of perseverance and fidelj 
(7:18-17). Because of its very nature and the 
work it performs, the Church of Almighty Gog 
has in its midst the Tree of Life and can restore 
to man that access to it which he lost through the 
sin of Adam (22:2). The Holy Spirit and the 
Church are so intimately related that they speak 
with one voice in summoning men to the fountain 
of abundant life (22:17). It follows that whoso 
rejects one rejects the other and that a man cap. 
not hear one without hearing the other. 


The Church may suffer persecution, its member. 
ship may be decimated by the sword, but its testi. 
mony is never entirely lost. There always remains 
on earth the true Church to proclaim the mani- 
fold grace of God, if the times permit; if not, 
then to announce the awful judgment of God. Its 
dual witness is persistent and beyond the power 
of death to restrain (11:3-13). 


The Church’s Visible Life 


The Church is both particular and general. The 
Revelator refers to specific churches by name and 
location (1:11, and elsewhere), but significantly 
he refers to only seven, the perfect number, the 
number of completeness and wholeness. The seven 
individual churches thus become a type of the 
entire Christian Church everywhere and in all 
times. 


Moreover, the Church is the same under the 
Old and New Covenants, under the Law and under 
Grace. This is indicated by the four-and-twenty 
elders (4:4), for since twelve is the Church nun- 
ber, twenty-four is the number of the Church 
under the two dispensations. This is further de- 
monstrated by the fact that the New Jerusalem of 
which Christ is the Temple has twelve gates, each 
bearing the name of one of the twelve tribes of 
Israel (21:12). 


The ritual and ceremonial of the Church cen- 
ters about Christ, the Lamb slain from the foun- 
dation of the world (4:10f; 5:8-14; 7:11f). The 
government of the Church is vested not in a hier- 
archy but in a presbyterate, a sacred college of 
elders, who are however distinct from the laity 
and who are definitely clothed with authority to 
rule (4:11). 


The Church And Its Enemies 


Some of the enemies of the Church come from 
within it. They can so bring it to pass that sec 
tions may fall away into apostasy, and thus make 
churches no longer shrines of God, but synagogues 
of Satan, although they may outwardly retain the 
Christian name (2:5; 3:1,17). But the Chureh’s 
greatest enemy is the God-State, that blasphemous 
secular power which claims and usurps the pre 
rogatives of Deity. The dragon with seven heads 
and ten horns—the apocalyptic device for Im- 
perial Rome—stands as the emblem of all such 
arrogant powers which lie in wait to destroy 
Christ, or, failing that, to persecute the Church 
and hound even the lingering vestiges of its mem 
bership (12:3f,13,17; 13:2,4-8). 


The Church And Its Friends 


But over against its foes the Church has nl 
erful friends ranged beside it. First and chiefly, 
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there is Christ Himself. He holds the Church in 
His hand (1:16,20), and protects and preserves 
it against final defeat (3:10). Secondly, the Church 
has guardian angels to whom is committed its spe- 
cial care (1:20, and elsewhere). Third, the moral 
order of the universe is on the side of the Church, 
for even the forces of nature can, when occasion 
demands, furnish it some protection, if nothing 
more than concealment (12:6,14-16). And fourth, 
there is the faithful remnant which keeps aflame 
the torch of Faith. It may conceivably be only 
one person, but if he remains loyal he becomes 
the entering wedge by which Christ returns in 
triumph to His Temple, thus preventing complete 





apostasy and disaster (3:4,20). 


III. 


Conclusion: So this book of the first century 
written to strengthen and bolster up the courage 
of believers on the tiny island of Christianity sur- 
rounded by the vast gulf of paganism constitutes 
a summary of the Church’s theology, a concise 
but dramatic statement of the Faith once for all 
delivered unto the saints, the source of the Chris- 
tian hope in all ages. 


*Captain, Chaplain, U.S.A. 





How Much Liberty Do We Possess? 


By Rev. A. R. McQueen, D.D.* 


Few questions would receive more different re- 
plies. At the one extreme would be the fatalist 
who says we have none whatever, and at the other 
the anarchist who holds that man ought to be 
allowed to live his life without any interference 
by law. Of those holding medial views, it would 
probably be found that the majority believe in as 
few restrictions of liberty as possible. But despite 
numerous theories to the contrary, the fact is that 
human liberty has many limitations, and that in 
some of the matters of transcendent importance to 
him, man has no choice at all. 


Obviously the fundamental fact about man is 
his existence, and yet he exercises no choice what- 
ever here. He was not asked whether he desired to 
come into existence or not. He realizes that with- 
out having been consulted at all, he has been 
called from nothingness into an existence that 
will not cease. Without his permission he must 
meet the vicissitudes of life, bear its burdens, 
struggle for a solution of its problems with, as 
Carlyle says, “death and eternity glaring in” all 
the while. He is engaged in a war in which there 
is no discharge and he is not a volunteer. 


A powerful factor in the development of life 
and character is early environment. Indeed, it is 
to be doubted whether man ever escapes en- 
tirely from its influences. Here again man has 
not been allowed to exercise the power of choice. 
It is not his to choose his parents or his environ- 
ment. He cannot choose whether his parents are 
slaves or free, learned or ignorant, rich or poor, 
criminal or law-abiding. Nor is nationality, with 
its influence in determining customs and ideals 
a matter of choice. Perhaps more far-reaching in 
their power to mold life than nationality are the 
racital traits, inbred in races for generations. 
ome of these traits are as distinctly racial as 
color and other physical marks, yet man has no 
choice as to whether he is born a Caucasian, 
Mongolian, Negro, Indian, or of some other race. 
€ finds himself belonging to one or another of 
€ races, and a partaker of the physical, in- 
tellectual, moral, and other characteristics which 
are peculiar to that race. What is more important 
still, he is not allowed to choose whether he begins 
Is existence in. a heathen, pagan, Jewish or 

tian community. Nor is man given any choice 
4s to whether he is to live on the earth forever 


or not. Perhaps most men would prefer to re- 
main, but at an early age it is realized that this 
cannot be. Man must meet the inevitable and bow 
to its sway. His body must mingle with the clods 
of the valley, and his spirit must return to its 
Creator and render the final account, of which his 
conscience has all along given warning. He makes 
his appearance without his permission, is relent- 
lessly thrust across the little span of life as fast 
as the seconds fly, and sent away into eternity 
without his consent. 


Besides his passivity in these matters of such 
grave consequence to him, man is born under 
at least three great legal systems, not mutually 
exclusive, which operate without his consent. 


First, there is civil law. No matter whether he 
is born into a tribe or a nation, he finds himself 
subject to and restricted by law, tribal, monarchial, 
republican, or some other form. Nor can he escape 
from its restraints. He may travel to the distant 
places of the earth, but he will find himself 
under some sort of civil law whose mandates he 
must obey. 


Again, man finds himself under the unchange- 
able laws of nature, in whose enactment he has 
had no voice. The motion of the planets which 
control the seasons, and so profoundly affect his 
welfare; the propagation of life, vegetable and 
animal, and its maintenance, and all other natural 
laws were in effect when he arrived and his 
obedience to them demanded. 


Man is also born under a system of moral laws 
governing his behavior toward his Creator and his 
fellow man. These laws are based on the nature 
of the Creator and man, and are as unchangeable 
as the Eternal himself. It is needless to say that 
man had nothing whatever to do with the enact- 
ment of this system, but absolute obedience to its 
laws is required of all men and nations. 


These systems carry with them their own sanc- 
tions, rewards for obedience and penalties for 
disobedience. The penalties range in severity from 
minor punishments for lesser violations to the 
death penalty for capital offenses. The state may 
exact only a small fine for the transgression of 
its laws, or life imprisonment or death for major 
crimes. Nature imposes penalties ranging from 
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slight indispositions for minor infractions to death 
for continued and flagrant violations of the laws 
that govern men physically; and the moral law 
exacts penalties varying from those inflicted by 
society to ultimate banishment from the favor of 
the Creator and from all good to that which is 
all evil. The rewards also vary from the benefits 
derived from the operation of civil and natural 
laws, to eternal peace and happiness from the 
hand of God. 


It is in relation to these laws that man possesses 
the maximum power of choice, the liberty that 
affects his welfare most seriously. Facing these 
systems of law, it is man’s high privilege to elect 
what his attitude toward them is to be, whether 
he will observe them and co-operate with them 
as they have been enacted for his well-being, or 
whether he will antagonize them and lay himself 
liable to the penalties prescribed by them. In the 
exercise of his liberty here man decides whether 
his life is to be happy or unhappy. To be sure 
there is trouble and unhappiness in the experience 
of all men, for ours is a fallen race and man is 
born unto trouble as the sparks fly upward, but 
there is a vast difference between those sufferings 
that man inherits and those which are the conse- 
quences of his own evil choice. 


For, the penalties and rewards are indissolubly 
linked with the law, and to choose to obey the law 
is to choose the rewards, and to choose to trans- 
gress the law is to choose the penalty. When a 
man chooses to steal, he chooses the shame, the 
prison garb, and the imprisonment his offense 
merits. If he chooses a life of dissipation, he 
chooses the physical sufferings and the prema- 
ture death that follows. If he chooses to violate 
the moral law, he chooses the disrespect of his 
fellows, the pollution of his own soul, and the 
other penalties imposed by his Maker. If he 
chooses to obey the law, he chooses the esteem of 


men, his own physical well-being, and the favor of 
his Creator. 


The results of choice will certainly follow 
whether man knows what they are or not. When 2 
stranger inquires the way to the city, and is told 
that either of two highways will lead him to the 
place, and he elects to travel over one of the 
ways, at the same time he chooses every hill and 
rough place in the road, with all the discomforts 
arising therefrom, though he knew nothing of the 
nature of the highway. These rough places were in 
the road whether he knew it or not, and he chose 
them when he chose that road. Similarly, many 
evils follow an evil choice and many good things 
follow a good choice that man never dreamed 
of, yet they followed the choice all the same. 


In these systems, man has no choice as to the 
consequences of his acts. His liberty ceases when 
he chooses his attitude toward the law. The conse- 
quences were determined long before he was born. 
The thousands of men and women incarcerated in 
prisons today were not asked whether they wished 
to go to prison or not. Their liberty ceased when 
they chose to antagonize the law. The multitudes 
suffering because of violation of natural laws 
were not asked whether they wished to suffer or 
not. Their liberty ceased when they despised the 
laws intended for their well-being. Those suffer- 
ing here and in the other world for misdeeds 
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against the moral law have nothing to say as to 
their punishment. That was determined long be. 
fore they came into existence. 


It is the power of choice that man possesses jp 
these matters that fastens the responsibility fo; 
all his acts and their consequences on his own 
shoulders. If a number of men were to force 
dagger into the hand of another, and then by 
physical force cause him to drive it into the heart 
of a fellow man, no jury would convict him of 
murder, for the act was not his. But if of his own 
volition he seized the dagger and struck down his 
victim, then the responsibility would rest solely 
upon him. Thus in all things in which men chooge 
their course, they and they alone, are responsible 
for their acts and all the consequences of those 
acts, known and unknown. 


Failure to recognize these facts is the source of 
an endless amount of suffering. There are multi- 
tudes whose idea of liberty is that it consists in 
doing what one pleases without regard to the re- 
sults of their actions and are surprised when the 
inevitable consequences follow, particularly if the 
consequences are the evil results of an evil choice. 
Many complain of the hardships and suffering they 
must endure, when a little reflection would show 
that they are really complaining because they 
cannot despise these laws without suffering the 
penalty. 


Physicians are besieged by patients whose real 
trouble is that they have sinned against law and 
are reaping the consequences in pain-racked bodies 
and lashing consciences. Others complain at 
Providence, when their difficulty is that they 
have antagonized his law, and must suffer the 
consequences. Here may be seen the results of ac- 
cepting the theory so loudly proclaimed that every 
man has a right to live his life in his own way, 
that self-expression ought to be untrammelled. 
Within certain limits the theory may be true, for 
it was not intended that all mankind should be 
cast in the same mould, but when it comes into 
collision with the institutions of civil, natural, and 
moral law, the results have always been and Will 
always be disastrous to man. History reveals that 
man has never been able to do this—and prosper. 
Crowded prisons, insane asylums, hospitals, and 
hundreds of thousands of wrecked and disillusion- 
ed lives in our own day are a thunderous negative 
to the theory. 


There is nothing new in the theory nor in its 
results. It has been some thousands of years since 
man resolved to break the bands of law asunder 
and cast away the cords of authority, but these 
restraints still hold and the way of the trans 
gressor is still hard. So long as man chooses the 
ways of evil, just so long will he choose the way 
of suffering, and his complaints are vain and his 
suffering unnecessary. If an Esquimau finds that 
the rigorous winters of the far north do not suit 
him, but cause him intense suffering and WI 
ultimately effect his early death, he will gam 
nothing by merely complaining at the ext 
climate or his own suffering. That sort of climate 
will certainly prevail in that region as long % 
the present order exists. He must choose between 
remaining in the far north and suffering or moving 
further south. 


It is for religious liberty, however, that mat 
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makes his loudest demands and for which he has 
fought some of his bloodiest battles, and in this he 
is right. Religion is his greatest concern, and in- 
tensely personal matter, and he has the right to 
sand alone and unhampered in the presence of 
jis Creator and choose what his attitude toward 
Him and His laws shall be. God has never forced 
ay man to serve Him. He has “written the law in 
his heart,” placed the Bible in his hand, com- 
manded him to “‘choose this day whom ye will 
grve,’ and demanded immediate action: “How 
jong go ye limping between the two sides? If 
Jehovah be God, follow him; but if Baal, then 
follow him.” “You may be solitary and alone on 
your island of selfhood and you will hear no plash 
of friendly oar if you wish it so. You may barri- 
cade yourself in the mountain fastness of your own 
personality and need dread no invasion. You may 
sit alone in the unlighted chambers of your soul, 
and the Saviour will take no unbidden step across 
your threshold.” The door must be opened from 
within. 


This is the highest possible exercise of liberty. 
For a man to stand face to face with God, and by 
his choice decide forever his own destiny is for 
him to reach the farthest bounds of liberty. There 
is nothing beyond this. And here man assumes 
a colossal responsibility in every way commen- 
surate with the liberty exercised—a responsibility 
which often constrains thoughtful people to cry 
aloud, Who is sufficient for these things? 


The mere possession of liberty is no guarantee 
of happiness and prosperity to men or nations. 
History shows that multitudes of both have been 
ruined by the misuse of liberty. No one ever 
gets to the right place by traveling the wrong 
road. The race has always had more liberty than 
it his known how to use wisely. In this respect it 
is like a child in imperative need of the necessities 
of life to whom a sum of money has been given. 
Left to his own wisdom he would most likely spend 
it on trifles and suffer for essentials. The solution 
of the problem is not to deprive him of his money, 
but to direct him in its expenditure. Nor is man 
to be deprived of his liberty, which is one of his 
priceless possessions, and made like unto the 
beasts that perish. He cannot be deprived of it if 
he would. As long as he lives, with eyes unable to 
discern the true values of life, corrupted in his 
affections and desperately in love with the “things 
which are seen,” and a stranger to “the way, the 
truth and the life,” he must continue exercising 
his liberty and assuming the consequences of his 
choices, good and bad. 


What he needs above everything else is to heed 
the counsels from above: “In all thy ways acknow- 
ledge Him, and He will direct thy paths,” and to 
know and follow Him who said: “I am the light 
of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk 
in darkness, but shall have the light of life.” 


es 


*Dunn, N. C. 


_ 


How The Kingdom Is Brought In 
By Rev. Geo. H. Gilmer, D.D. 


“Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, 
4&8 it is in heaven.” 








The kingdom is brought in by two processes— 
not one but two. They are REGENERATION and 
ELIMINATION. “Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 
except a man be born again, he can not see the 
kingdom of God’’—Jesus. The kingdom is brought 
in by regeneration. We are born into it. There 
is no other way to get in. 


But all men are not born again. All men do not 
believe, do not accept Christ as their Saviour. 
What will be done with these? Christ says there 
will be many of them when He comes. He says it 
will be somewhat as it was in the days of Noah 
and in the days of Lot. There will be many un- 
regenerate people. What will become of them? 
They will be ELIMINATED. “The Son of man 
shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather 
out of his kingdom al] things that offend, and 
them which do iniquity; and shall cast them into 
a furnace of fire.” Jesus. They are eliminated. 
So these are the two processes of bringing in 
the kingdom. 


There are parts of human society that can not 
be regenerated. They will be eliminated. A kind 
and loving Heavenly Father wants to save them, 
but they will not believe. 


“Ye will not come unto me that ye might have 
life.” Jesus. 





Going Where The People Are 
By Rev. H. H. Thompson, D.D.* 


The Church must go where the people are with 
its message of salvation. A recent book, “Where 
Are the People?” gives timely emphasis to this 
truth. A generation ago the church was usually 
the focal point of the community; that is not the 
situation today. There are many centers of human 
interest that attract the unchurched elsewhere. 
Shall we say to the throngs of the unsaved, “The 
Church is there for you, take it or leave it?” That 
isn’t the attitude our Lord had; and it isn’t the 
attitude that will win people. We are to go after 
them. 


Our Saviour was constantly seeking and saving 
the lost. To His disciples He stated, ““As the Father 
hath sent me, so send [ you.” The name He gave to 
the Twelve Apostles, or sent ones, conveys the 
identical thought. So does the message conveyed 
in the parables of the lost coin and the lost sheep, 
and in a thousand other ways. Our faith is both 
perpendicular and horizontal in its outlook; up- 
ward in its outlook toward God and outward in 
its outlook toward man. 


As one enters the city of Birmingham from the 
South by highway, he sees a statue of Brother 
Bryan in a typical posture, that of prayer. Visu- 
alize his rising from his prayer, where will he be 
going? Going where there is need because of sin, 
going to help some one know his Saviour and 
Lord. “Religion in Shoes” was a happy title his 
biographer employed to epitomize his life of serv- 
ice to his fellowman. 


In contrast reflect upon what a speaker at a 
National Christian Teaching Mission was heard 
to say last autumn, “Some Churches are little 
more than sophisticated social clubs.” Think also 
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of what Dr. Goodell quoted from the British Week- 
ly, “We have known men to sneer at the idea 
that the church is a soul-saving organization.” 
Consider this, too, that some churches are interest- 
ed in adding to their membership only congenial 
people, those of their own social and financial 
bracket, and, that in many rapidly developing 
communities, there are churches that are no larger 
in membership than they were twenty-five years 
ago. Wanted in the Presbyterian denomination 
more “religion in shoes!” 


What are some practical ways of going where 
the people are for Christ? Members of Bible 
classes can, earnestly and prayerfully, invite and 
bring the unchurched to their classes. They can 
invite and bring them to hear the preaching of 
the Gospel. This is often the first but significant 
step toward Christ. Every minister of the Gospel 
can have at least one personal interview each 
week with some one who is a stranger to Jesus 
Christ, and train his people also to be on the out- 
look for the unreached. Visitation Evangelism 
which is a simple, scriptural method, of enlisting 
laymen in going after the unsaved, is so adaptable 
to our different church situations that it offers to 
us our best opportunity for going where the peo- 
ple are. 

*Director of Evangelism. 529 North State 
Street, Jackson, Miss. 


“Experience” 


By Rev. A. J. Ponton* 


I am enjoying The Southern Presbyterian Jour- 
nal, in my last years—lI read all the many helpful 
articles—But my attention was fixed on the ar- 
ticle in the April issue “Can evil be decreed to 
be good’? I am nearing 77 years of age—I was 
ordained to the full work of the ministry—Oc- 
tober 7th, 1900. Now nearly 45 years ago. In 
my early ministry—Our Presbyterian Committee 
had tracts, in which the position of our beloved 
church was clearly set forth, as deliverance from 
our General Assembly. Among other evils, dancing 
was defined. There was a difference made as to 
the old fashioned round dance. Then what was 
called the square dance and finally the modern 
dance, waltzes and etc. I remember how our As- 
sembly condemned all forms, as having no place 
in the life of earnest Christians. Let us hope and 
pray that the Permanent Committee on Moral and 
Social Welfare have the courage to speak out on 
this subject. 


Speaking from a long experience, and close 
personal observation, I am satisfied that nothing 
has done more to lower the spiritual position of 
the Church than our let-down on this very popular 
form of amusement. Let us realize that dances 
are no longer held in homes but at public places. 
Our high-ways are dotted with these places. I live 
near two such places. There is no limit, or re- 
straint. Our young people are as free as the air 
we breathe to do what they please. There is no 
limit as to time. I am absolutely convinced that 
there is nothing in the way of SIN that is doing 
the church more harm, than the modern dance hall. 
As an old man I have tried to answer the ques- 
tion, ‘‘What is the special attraction?” My answer 
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is contact of the sexes. Which of us have ever 
seen a room filled with men only, or with women 
only, in each others arms whirling around the 
room to music? The world today is filled up with 
the after-math of this sinful contact. To face facts 
it is true that perhaps nine out of ten cases of 
moral delinquencies had their beginning in some 
modern dance hall. Brethren of the Assembly's 
Committee, speak out. Hear the voice that entreats 
you. The voice of experience. 


*Lynchburg, Va. 


Wings For The Soul 


“T cast my care on Him, 
And sing again; 

For God’s love makes me smile 
Through heavy pain. 

And oh, when His dear face 
The dark clouds dim, 

And leave me all alone 
Weeping for Him, 

Mourning for friends who left 
My heart in dust, 

Lo, grief is changed to joy 
Because I trust! 

Prayer is His Children’s life, 
Their rest from care; 

How poor the heart which spurns 
The peace of prayer!” 


This poem on “The Peace of Prayer” was writ- 
ten by a leper—Honami Nagate. 


Montreat Program Committee 
April 5th 1945 


The Office of Defense Transportation has issued 
to our nation an urgent request that all con- 
ferences and conventions involving an attendance 
of over fifty, be cancelled at once in view of the 
greatly over-burdened transportation situation in 
our country. It has also been pointed out that 
Western North Carolina is regarded as a strategie 
area in view of the location of two large military 
hospitals in that part of the state. 


In the light of these facts, and after personal 
conference with the Office of Defense Transpor- 
tation, and full consideration of all interests In 
volved, the Montreat Program Committee, in the 
conviction that our people in the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., will wish to assist in every Way 
possible with the war effort, takes the following 
action: Resolved: 


1. That we accede to the request of the Office 
of Defense Transportation and hereby cancel 
plans for the large public conferences at Montreat 
this summer: 


2. That the Executive agencies of the As- 
sembly be encouraged to hold such working groups 
at Montreat as are necessary for the carrying 
of their work, these to be within the limits of fifty 
each in attendance, and not to be open for th 
general public; 


8. That the Montreat Program Committee pr* 
vide a daily Bible hour and inspirational speake 
to meet the needs of the Montreat community 4 
vacation visitors, these features to be advertis 
only within the limits of the Montreat community 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


A DESIGN FOR LIVING 


Harris Elliott Kirk, D.D.,LL.D., Fleming H. 
Revell Company, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York, 
N. Y. Price, $1.25. 


Dr. Kirk has succeeded in his attempt to inspire 
wr frustrated and chaotic world with a sense of 
value, meaning and hope. He has done this by his 
vindication of a divine purpose in this world work- 
ing through the fabric of humanity, and the 
pssibility for man to share in it by accepting 
and committing himself to that purpose unfolded 
and developed and consummated in Jesus Christ 
and His mission on earth. Therein man can have 
a sensible and worthwhile design for living. The 
modern mood has been one of misgiving, futility 
and insecurity. For many the props have been 
torn away. Rationality and meaning have taken 
flight from our thought of the universe. In fact 
for many we have no ordered universe—it is but 
athing of “shreds and patches.” The author seeks 
to bring an answer of faith to that depressing 
philosophy. If there is a divine purpose working 
through this world, and if man can adjust his en- 
deavours to it and link himself with it it will be 
sufficient to sustain him and inspire him to face 
this otherwise disappointing world. 


The book is a vindication of such a divirie pur- 
pose. The author finds encouragement that it will 
be wanted and needed and accepted by virtue of 
the defeatism and despair in men’s souls, and the 
admitted failure of science, secularism and hu- 
manism to supply the basic and deeper needs of 
our spirit. There is today, a sense of frustration 
and loss of confidence in an earth-centered con- 
ception of values. The secular framework of life 
has crumbled. This is evident from the boredom 
and satiety of people living their life only on a 
material plane; from the limitations of science and 
the failure of humanism to bring us anything 
of abiding value. There is a “new element in the 
modern temper’—a longing for something or 
someone on whom the world can throw itself, 
follow and love and be ruled by as a dominant 
authority. 


The Divine Purpose is the answer. But how to 
discover it? Not by science, although science can 
help. Not by philosophy, although reason can also 
@ of great assistance, properly understood. 
Science is wisely limiting itself to the physical 
main and accepting that limitation. Reason 
though it cannot discover the divine purpose can 
ring man to the point of query on basic ques- 
tions of life, and to the point of insight into some 
of the fundamental needs of man. Such needs 
that are almost instinctively felt are those of de- 
Pendence on some greater Being, readjustment to 
od, atonement and warm fellowship with God. 
ut reason cannot give the answer. That answer 
tomes in the Christian faith. In that faith the 
need of dependence is met in the Fatherhood of 
d over his redeemed children, the readjustment 
by way of the atonement of Christ, the fellowship 
by restoring us to the friendship of God. In the 
Mission of Jesus Christ God has shown his intense 
Interest in man, to redeem him and bring him 
Within the framework of his eternal purpose and 


let him share in it. The human response must 
come by way of faith. 


Read the book and get a lift in a rather dreary 
world. It will help inspire you with the supreme 
worthwhileness of life, made possible by God’s 
purpose in Jesus Christ. The style is magnificent, 
the contents scholarly. 

—Lawrence Veltkamp. 


><. 


PRESBYTERIANS—THEIR HISTORY 
AND BELIEFS 


By Rev. Walter L. Lingle, D.D. Published by 
John Knox Press, Richmond, Va. Price 75c. 


The former edition of this book was published 
in 1928 and served a very useful purpose in our 
church. This second edition is abbreviated in form 
and the author states it has been rewritten from 
start to finish. It gives a fine summary of our 
Presbyterian heritage and traces our spiritual an- 
cestry from the Bible to the present time. The 
concluding chapter is on the doctrines of the Pres- 
byterian Church. While we have nothing but praise 
for the other chapters this one is especially laud- 
able. Since many people have strange notions 
about predestination, the second part of this chap- 
ter will prove illuminating. Dr. Lingle states that 
Presbyterians believe that God has an eternal plan 
which is so comprehensive that it embraces the 
whole universe including the earth, heaven and 
hell. He believes that this doctrine is abundantly 
taught in the Scriptures and he offers a number 
of Biblical passages in support of his contention. 
He also shows that this belief is in harmony with 
reason. He further points out that this is a com- 
forting doctrine and not one to be afraid of. He 
writes, “So predestination is not simply a doctrine 
for theologians to discuss, but a doctrine intended 
to bring comfort and consolation to God’s chil- 
dren. It is also a great comfort to know that God, 
our heavenly Father, is at the helm of the uni- 
verse, that He has an eternal plan in His heart 
and in this plan He has promised to make all 
things work together for good to them who love 
Him”. 


We are pleased to note that the Department 
of Leadership Education of the Presbyterran 
Church, U.S. has adopted this volume as a text- 
book of Church history for use in schools and 
classes. Its simplicity and attractiveness should 
make a strong appeal to young people. Every 
pastor should keep extra copies of this book in 
the session room to give to new members, espe- 
cially those coming from other churches. 

—John R. Richardson. 
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LET NOT YOUR HEARTS 
BE TROUBLED 


Published by Concordia Publishing House, 3558 
S. Jefferson Avenue, St. Louis, Mo. Price 15c. 








“Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your 
Lord,” was the commission that came to the 
evangelical prophet Isaiah. Prior to this he had 
been indicting Israel for her sins. In the career 
of a prophet both indictment and comfort must 
go together. The two things should never be 
separated, This is a time when the ministry of 
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comfort must not be ignored. Any help along this 
line should be welcomed. This little book is a 
useful aid in this connection. It is attractive in 
design and contains many comforting promises of 
the Scriptures. Several inspiring poems and 
strengthening prayers are also encased in this 
booklet. Every church should keep a good supply 
of these on hand to pass on to Christians in sorrow. 
—John R. Richardson. 
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GIL DODDS—THE FLYING PARSON 


By Mel Larson. Published by The Evangelical 
Beacon, 4211 N. Hermitage Avenue, Chicago 13, 
Ill. Price, $1.25. 


The story of the life of Gil Dodds “The Flying 
Parson” is unquestionably the finest lesson and 
example for the young men and women of today 
that I have been privileged to read. 


It is wonderful to know that a champion in 
athletics such as Dodds can be so unswerving 
in his faith and loyalty to the true and ever-living 
God. His example should be an inspiration to all 
athletically ambitious youths, and the reading 
of the Book of Dodd’s life should be a “must” for 
all of them. —Warren Graham. 





In Thy Hand 


I like to think 
That all my life was laid 
In Thy great plan of love, my Lord; 
And that according to Thy Word 
Its changes have been made 
From link to link. 


For what could I 
With this elusive thing— 
Of heart beat, feeling, thoughts and fears, 
Mem’ries, tomorrow, laughter, tears— 
What for its solving bring 
Life’s mystery? 


Small choice is mine 
In all that comes and goes: 
Mine but to be: to live as Thou 
In Thy good will shall show me how; 
Nor reckon joys or woes, 
Just love divine. 


Ah! it is rest 
To drop the pride of choice, 
The wealth of cares, and simply say, 
Decide for me, lead Thou my way, 
By rod, or hand, or voice; 
Thy will is best. 


And it is life 
Indeed, to no more care— 
When one has cared so much and long— 
How life goes on, if weak or strong, 
Still here, or sooner there, 
In calm or strife. 


My times—all times— 
Are in Thy hands. So ends 
All agony; for nothing ill 
Can though Thy pierced palm distill. 
Thy hand my peace defends 
With love sublime. 
—Selected. 
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REACHING YOUTH FOR CHRIST 


By Torrey Johnson and Robert Cook. Moody 
Press, 153 Institute Place, Chicago, IIl. Prigg 
$1.00. 


There are many Christian people who feel that 
too frequently so-called young people’s leaders 
have not been giving our youth genuine and fyll. 
orbed Christianity. The average young people's 
program is woefully weak. It is refreshing ty 
discover a book of this nat» re that narrates ey. 
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ae latter half of the book contains virile mes. 
sages that the Holy Spirit used in winning souls 
at Orchestra Hall. Every Religious Education Dj- 
rector should read these messages as examples 
of what it takes to bring young people to the 
Christ of the New Testament. The speakers at 
these meetings did not waste their opportunities 
by speaking in vague generalities about a warless 
world or race relationships, but discussed seriously 
the facts of sin, the soul, and eternal destiny. Each 
message closes with a warm appeal to embrace 
Christ as Saviour and Lord. 

—John R. Richardson. 


AS THE DAY BEGINS 
By Elizabeth McE. Shields: $2.00 


“Dedicated to boys and girls all over the 
world who seek God’s help in daily happen- 
ings,” this attractive daily devotional guide 
will appeal to those between the ages of ten 
and thirteen. Each day’s devotion is centered 
around a Bible reading and includes a prayer 
or prayer-thought. Boys and girls will wel- 
come a guide in their own language, con- 
cerned with their own daily problems, and 
designed to appeal by content and beauty of 
format. 
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BECOMING A CHRISTIAN 
By Lewis J. & Helen H. Sherrill: $1.00 


A Manual For Communicant Classes 


Purpose: To aid in a fuller and deeper under- 
standing of the meaning of a profession 0 
faith in Jesus Christ and membership in 
the Christian Church. 


Users: Pastors leading classes in commun! 
cant instruction. Candidates for church 
membership, regardless of age. Parents 
who wish to supplement the pastor’s in- 
struction by home teaching. 
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